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! The Mid South Woodturners Guild 
proudly welcomes Dale Larson to the February 
26 meeting for an all day demo. Dale hails from 
Gresham, Oregon.  He has been turning for 
over 32 years and specializes in bowlmaking.  
His work is sold in several galleries in the 
Northwest and in the Washington, DC, area.  He 
has published articles in The American 
Woodturrner, World of Wood, Woodworker 
West, and Woodturning Design.  He is currently 
on the Board of the American Association of 
Woodturners.

! Our day will begin with a slide show 
about how to cut down a large tree and cut up 
the main crotch.  Dale will discuss how to cut 
bowl blanks to make the best use of the woodʼs 
figure.  Next, he will move to the lathe and 
demonstrate how he roughs out a bowl.  He will 
offer valuable tips for successfully drying rough 
bowls.  Then he will finish turn a dry bowl, 
discussing tools, sanding, and finishing.

! Finally, Dale will show how he turns 
spheres by eye, including using a jam chuck to 
hold the sphere.  He will bring along his oval 
chuck to show.  The club lathe is too small to 
accommodate this chuck, but Bob and Sandi 
Speier have generously offered their shop for a 
demonstration on Sunday at ???

! Dale has been a featured demonstrator 
at numerous symposiums, including the AAW 
annual meeting.  We are fortunate to have a 
teacher of this caliber and experience visiting 
us.  Please plan to attend and give Dale a warm 
welcome.

Master Bowl Turner
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! My impression at Jerry 
Hosierʼs was of a highly 
organized and carefully planned 
16ʼ by 20ʼ purpose built shop.  
All of his many bins, shelves 
and drawers are clearly labelled 
as is every piece of wood.  The 
10ʼ ceiling, windows and light 
interior paint impart a sense of 
spaciousness.  Jerry left the 
attic floor joists exposed (but 
painted) to permit additional 
storage (with horizontal 1 x 10ʼs 
attached beneath as shelves).  
A heavy-duty horizontal steel 
track (Loweʼs), mounted on all 
walls just below the ceiling, 
anchors his vertical shelf 
standards.  The joist shelves 

and high wall shelves are easily 
reached by a lightweight 
aluminum ladder with integral 
safety handle.  Some shelves 
consist of short lengths of plastic 
guttering to securely hold 
dowels and small objects. 
 

A vacuum system in the 
center of the room connects to 
whichever power tool heʼs using.  
A special attachment rack for his 
mobile shop vacuum lessens 
clutter.  His air compressor (a 
low-maintenance tool) is high 
on the wall in one corner, out of 
the way.  Uncommon features 
of his shop include a ceiling 
mounted power hoist for 
handling heavy objects, a small 
refrigerator and a desk for his 
computer (with good audio 
system).  His window unit HVAC 
system has proven adequate 

with the wall insulation he 
included.

! Jerryʼs shop is fully 
equipped with rollers on his 
machine tools, and contains one 
or more of every tool needed for 
woodworking.  Even his 4ʼ x 8ʼ 
work table, with vises and power 
outlets, is on heavy wheels.  His 
lathe is a Delta Model 1642, and 
he is considering adding a mini-

(cont. on next page.)
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lathe.  He has a 12” Craftsman 
band saw and a 12” Craftsman 
radial arm saw for sale – both 
in excellent condition.  His 
shop is definitely one to be 
emulated by us all.

Although he is a lifelong 
wood worker and has only 
turned for two years, his bowls 
and other small turned objects 
exhibit talent and skill which he 
partly attributes to lessons with 
Hershel Miller.  Jerry is an avid 
MSWG supporter and 
personally sets up the entire 
room for our monthly meetings.  
He is very appreciative of the 
help and support received from 

many guild members.  His 
granddaughter, Debra 
(currently working in Kansas 
City), is also a member of 
MSWG – he maintains her 
membership in hopes of her 
early return to Memphis.  Jerry 
is a 31 year navy veteran and 
is presently involved with the 
FedEx Passenger to Freighter 

Conversion Project (which he 
managed for several years in 
Germany and France).  
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! There are many fungi 
which attack dead or dying 
trees, but one of particular 
interest to woodturners is the 
hypoxylon. This fungus is an 
opportunistic organism, one 
which is easily repelled by 
healthy trees but which proves 
deadly when the target tree is 
subjected to major stress. 
Common stressors include 
periods of prolonged heat and/
or drought conditions.  Another 
stress is that which results from 
tree roots being disturbed/
compacted by heavy equipment 
during construction activity. 

! Affected trees begin to 
show evidence of hypoxylon 
attack within one to three years 
of the stressfull condition.  The 
woodturner may then have 
another year or so to harvest 
useful wood before 
deterioration is too far along 
to provide turnable material.

! While a number of 
varieties of trees are 
susceptable to hypoxylon 
infestation, certain oaks seem 
especially vulnerable..  In this 
area, I have observed that 
post oaks often show 
evidence of hypoxylon, but 

also the Southern red oak and 
blackjack oaks (similar to post 
oaks).  The classic white oak 
seems less likely to be affected, 
at least in this area.

! When I first encountered 
the smooth gray trunk of a 
hypoxlon infected tree, I 
thought I was viewing some 
type of beech tree.  I called a 
forester friend and described 
what I saw and he replied, 
“classic hypoxlon fungus, 
sometimes called oak canker.”  
I was able to see the clumps of 
crusty fungus spores he 
described and the characteristic 
absence of bark, with the 
smooth areas appearing to 
have been painted gray or 
black. After a tree has been 
dead for several months, black 
and crusty (think dried tar) 
clumps may be present.

(cont. on next page.)

Hypoxylon Fungus On Oak Log

Hypoxylon Oak Eggs
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! By the time the bark is 
gone and the gray blotches 
present, the tree is dead or 
moribund.  It is now time for the 
woodturner to make his move 
and harvest some of this wood 
before it becomes too punky for 
use.  From a woodturnerʼs 
perspective, the hypoxylon 
fungus is of special interest 
because of the beautiful colors 
developed, especially black, but 
some red, and the fact that the 
fungus penetrates deeply into 
the wood.  As with other spalted 
wood, you need to catch the 
wood at just the right state, but 
it appears that you have more 
time to act with hypoxylon -- 
perhaps a year or two, not just 
a few months as with other 
favorite spalting woods.

! Our new friend, 
hypoxylon, does something 
else.  It converts a difficult 
turning wood -- oak -- into a 
wood as easy to turn as soft 
maple, or Bradford pear, or 
some other butter cutter.  And, 
the wood finishes out very 
nicely, with any voids just 

adding character.  Of course, 
there is a limit to how far you 
can go with this wood, but it is 
more forgiving that most 
spalted woods I have worked.

! So, pick up some 
hypoxylon infested oak and turn 
some spectacular eggs, bottle 
stoppers, dried flower vases, 
and other items which will 
display the beautiful spalting 
patterns caused by this fungus.

Late stage hypoxylon fungus effect
dried tar appearance
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A LITTLE HUMOR

! Iʼve sure gotten old! Iʼve 
had two bypass surgeries, a hip 
replacement, new knees, fought 
prostrate cancer and diabetes. 
Iʼm half blind, canʼt hear anything 
quieter than a jet engine, take 40 
different medications that make 
me dizzy, winded, and subject to 
blackouts.

! I have bouts with 
dementia, have poor circulation, 

hardly feel my hands and feet 
anymore. I canʼt remember if Iʼm 
89 or 98, I have lost all my 
friends, but thank God, I still 
have my driverʼs license.

! I feel like my body has 
gotten totally out of shape, so I 
got my doctorʼs permission to 
join a fitness club and start 
exercising. 

! I decided to take an 
aerobics class for seniors. I bent, 
twisted, gyrated, jumped up and 
down and perspired for an hour 
but by the time I got my leotards 
on, the class was over.

! Reporter interviewing a 
104 year old woman; ʻand what 
do you think is the best thing 
about being 104ʼ? the reporter 
asked.

! She simply replied, ʻNo 
peer pressure.ʼ
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! Can you believe itʼs 
already the second month of 
the 2011 year? Things are 
moving fast in the woodturning 
world. Having just returned 
from the TAW symposium in 
Nashville, Iʼm trying to digest 
all the useful information that 
was distributed. What a 
wonderful time we had and as 
a tribute to our club we had 16 
people in attendance. MSWG 
was well recognized. I realize 
not everyone can attend with 
conflicting family, social or work 
schedules, however think 
about TAW next year.

! We had a good turnout 
for our first club meeting in 
2011. Andy Woodard did a 
wonderful goblet demo and we 
had a few first time attendees 
as well as some quests. I 
believe we had the most 
“instant gallery” pieces ever 
and a special thanks to 
everyone who participated. 
Critiquing these pieces always 
provides great interest.

! Please consider 
submitting a piece to be juried 
at our Feb. meeting. For the 
official guide go to : 
www.woodturner.org/sym/
sym2011/Exhibit/ We will be 
voting on the pieces submitted 
by members in good standing 
to represent MSWG at the 

AAW national symposium in 
June.

! In our Jan. meeting we 
passed the roster around for 
members to update and will do 
it again for the next few 
months. Please take the time 
to ensure all your information is 
up to date. The BOD decided it 
would be more beneficial to 
know what kind of woodturning 
equipment a member has 
instead of their occupation. So 
if you would please list some of 
the equipment you have in the 
last column you could give 
other members a chance to call 
or visit to check out that 
equipment.

! In the bylaws of both 
AAW and MSWG a common 
phrase keeps appearing, “to 
provide information, education 
and organization to those 
interested in turning wood”.  In 
keeping with that theme, last 
month I started something 
called “tips, techniques and 
sources” and gave three quick 
examples of what I had in 
mind, we also had two other 
members add to it. I had a lot 
of positive feedback on this 
and want to spend a few 
minutes per meeting on it. 
These tips will be published in 
the monthly newsletter and at 
the end of the year we should 

have a good list put together. I 
plan on presenting another one 
in Feb and want other 
members contributing to this as 
well. When doing so please 
compose a few sentences and 
hand it to our newspaper 
editor, Mike Maffitt so we can 
incorporate it into our 
newsletter.

! Date change – our 
normal meeting takes place on 
the fourth Sat. of the month, 
however this will conflict with 
the 25th annual AAW 
symposium in June. We will 
now move our June meeting to 
a week earlier (June 18th). 
Please make a note of it on 
your calendars.  Should 
anyone show up on the 25th 
looking for the meeting they will 
be buying the coffee and 
donuts for the next meeting.

Presidents challenge

– lets have some fun and 
experiment. Last month Andy 
Woodard gave a goblet demo 
and we learned a few things 
about goblets. Now letʼs 
stimulate the artist/
experimenter in you and create 
a crazy or unique goblet. Why 
crazy or unique? Nothing more 
than to have fun and try 
something new, perhaps 
adding to your experience and 

(cont. on next page.)
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giving others a possible idea for 
their next project. For new 
turners I would love to see you 
turn a goblet, get some 
feedback and gain from the 
experience. Molly Winton said, 
“give yourself permission to fail”, 
Skip Wilbur said, “itʼs only wood, 
it grows on trees”.

! Another idea we tossed 
around at the BOD is a tool 
sale. We plan on setting up a 
table in April and October 
(October Fest) for members to 
sell tools.  So letʼs dust off those 
infrequently used tools and give 
them a new home in a good 
shop.

! A reminder that our 
February meeting is an all-day 
demo by Dale Larson. Bring 
some lunch money and weʼll do 
lunch.

Happy turning.

Skip Wilbur                                      

President 
SKIP WILBUR

1st V.P. 
KEN WALLS

2nd V.P. 
JOEL BENSON

Secretary
LONNIE EPPERSON /

RAY TANNER

Treasurer
BOB SPEIER

Librarian
TATE THOMAS

Members at Large 
MIKE MAFFITT

JOHN WILLIAMS

Webmaster
MIKE MAFFITT

Newsletter Editor
MIKE MAFFITT

THE WOODWORK SHOP, INC.
8500 Wolf Lake Dr. #101
Bartlett, TN 38133
901-755-7355
www.thewoodworkshopinc.com 

BIG MONK LUMBER COMPANY
859-653-3520
Pete Kekel
http://www.bigmonklumber.com/ 

GOT WOOD?
864-723-2765
http://www.turningblanks.net/ 

EASY WOOD TOOLS
Donna at 270-903-4270
http://www.easywoodtools.com/
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Fellow MSWG turners,

! My intention is not to overrun you with 
useless correspondence, however because of a 
time constraint I thought it necessary to provide 
you with this information. As you know AAW is 
holding their national symposium in June in St. 
Paul Mn. This is a very special symposium as it's 
their 25th and one of the events that will be 
judged will be a collaborative piece (not to be 
confused with the larger collaborative piece in 
process).

! This piece can be either a collaborative 
effort or a chapter juried selection from a 
members work. Your BOD has decided that it will 
be an individual piece and voted on by members 
in our club as to which piece will best represent 
MSWG. Having given you the background, we 
don't have much time. The deadline is Feb 28. 
That gives us about 2 weeks. Our Feb club 
meeting is Feb 26 at which time your piece will be 
due so club members can vote on their favorite 
piece to represent MSWG.

! AAW would like a piece from every club 
represented at their symposium so lets get on 
with it and turn something. I plan on it, how about 
you? 

                                                                                                            
Skip Wilbur

! The chapter can choose its own process 
for selecting a piece for the show, whether it is a 
collaborative effort or a chapter- juried selection 
from member work. A collaborative piece or an 
assemblage of multiple smaller pieces is 
welcome as long as the weight and size limits 
below are met.

Guidelines (revised 9/24/2010):

• One entry per AAW Local Chapter
• Dimensions must be 8” x 8” x 8” or less
• Work must require no assembly to display
• Weight limit is 3 pounds

• Entry fee is $40. After you click on the 
"submit" button (bottom of this page), you 
will be redirected to the fee payment page

• Entry deadline is February 28, 2011
• All entered work must be for sale
• The artist/chapter receives 70% of the 

sale price, the AAW 30%
• Work must stay with the exhibit, and will 

be sent to the buyer or returned to the 
contact person listed on the entry form 
after the Symposium and any subsequent 
traveling venues

• Photo submission – Up to three digital 
images may be provided through the form 
below. Include at least one overall view. 
Uploaded images should be jpg or jpeg 
format, high resolution (300dpi), up to 
2,000kb in file size, and 7” on the largest 
dimension. File name: please use your 
local chapter name. (e.g. 
minnesotawoodturners1.jpg, 
minnesotawoodturners2.jpg)

• You will receive an email confirmation, 
acknowledging receipt of your entry

• Entries fees help to defray the exhibition 
and return shipping costs. Each 
participating chapter will receive a 
complimentary full-color exhibition 
catalog. Turning 25 will be displayed in a 
prominent area at the symposium and 
each participating chapter will be clearly 
recognized for their contribution.

With over 325 AAW chapters, this exhibition will 
be quite large, very unique, and a powerful 
display of the skills and talent in our chapters. It 
would be awesome to see all chapters 
represented. Any questions should be addressed 
to Warren Carpenter, Exhibitions Committee 
Chair.

INDIVIDUAL CHAPTER
REPRESENTATION PIECESTURNING 25
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! This month Iʼd like to take a look at the 
Easy Wood Tools. Ask ten different turners and 
you will find people who love the tools, arenʼt 
interested in the tools and some who just plain 
refuse to use the tools.

! The tools, being required to sit flat on the 
tool rest, are in nature scrapers and cannot 
replace every tool in your arsenal. Talking with 
Craig Jackson he admits as much but 
enthusiastically proclaims they are working on 
new products every day.

! In a short two year period his company 
has produced an impressive lineup of turning 
tools that showcases three different sizes of tools 
that are offered in four styles. The four styles are 
the square nosed Rougher, the round nosed 
Finisher, the diamond tipped Detailer and the new 
Easy Hollower which has an impressive curved 
neck to access hard to reach areas in hollow 
forms up to 5” in diameter.

! The tools are equipped with replaceable 
carbide cutters which insure the longevity of the 
tool handles and shafts. The carbide cutters have 
a life expectancy of 20 hours of cutting and, when 
dull, offer a sharp new surface with a simple 
rotation of the carbide cutter. The fit and finish of 
the tools is impeccable and of the highest quality.

! The websites states, “The tools are 
designed with support directly beneath the cutting 
edge transferring the cutting pressure downward 
allowing the lathe to take the pressure that 
normally would go to your hands and body when 
roughing.” I find this to be true when using the 
tools and Craig had my wife do a cut using his 
tools with one hand to illustrate the smooth cutting 
nature of these tools and the ability of a beginner 

to adequately handle the cuts. I have used the 
tools on “punky wood” and the tools did not cut 
very well and tore grain as any other scraper 
would do.

! I find the tools pleasing to use and, on a 
good piece of wood, cut like a dream. Some claim 
they can achieve a finished cut with these tools 
and Craig says he uses one tool to rough turn 
with and keeps a fresh cutter on a backup tool to 
use as a finishing cut to tidy things up.

! I also spoke with a few other fellow turners 
who have used these tools and received some 
feedback from them.

(cont. on next page.)(cont. on next page.)

THE COBBED WEB
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! Keith Burns says, “My first Easy Wood 
Tool was the Ci1 Rougher. I got it at the TAW 
Symposium 2 years ago. Craig, the owner is a 
first rate guy and great to work with. I have 
become skeptical of tools as there seems to be 
so many new things hitting the market.

! I had watched his video on you-tube 
before but I was still skeptical. Well, I got home 
and put it to the test. One of the most stressful 
things for me to do is to rough turn ʻout of roundʼ 
blanks. It just beats this old body plus it takes 
forever. Well I was totally amazed with this tool. 
You can rough turn a blank in a matter of minutes 
without getting beat up. It works equally as well 
on green or dry wood. I have since added all of 
his tools to my arsenal. Keep in mind that these 
tools were never designed to be the ʻdo all toolʼ 
that so many people seem to think they are. 
They were primarily designed to help new 
turners learn to turn without so much stress and 
fear. I still use all my other tools in conjunction 
with the Easy Wood Tools. There are things that 
the Easy Wood Tools, simply put, do a better job 
than conventional tools.”

! Bob Speier commented, “Keeping the 
tools flat and level is very important when using 
Easy Wood Tools.  They do produce a very 
smooth cut even though they are scrapers and 
should not replace the gouge.  Easy Wood Tools 
will give a nice finish cut to start sanding from.  
One issue is they are pricey.”

! Robin Costelle states,”My favorite things 
about the Easy Hollower are the smooth cut and 
ease of use. Just like the rest of his line of tools, 
Craig says the main thing is to keep the tool level 
and donʼt get in a hurry. Keeping it level (the tool 
shaft parallel to the lathe bed) took just a little 
focus for me. I have made it a common practice 
to hold my gouges at a rather extreme incline in 
relationship to the work piece (and I still do). But 
Iʼve pretty much gotten that part figured out.

! But the major advantage of the tool is the 
ʻSuper Wide Tool Barʼ. The tool is machined out 
of a flat bar of high quality steel. Not a round 
shaft, bent to shape. This makes ALL the 
difference in performance and allows for torque-
free control. Keeping the cutting edge in the 
proper position is the key to a smooth flowing 
cut. This is a non-factor with Craigʼs tools. Just 
by keeping the tool on the tool rest and the tool 
parallel to the lathe bed, you have got the right 
angle accomplished.

! Now, just like all the rest of the Easy line 
of tools, the tool rest should be positioned so that 
when the tool is parallel to the bed in the proper 
cutting position, the carbide cutter is cutting at 
center. This will allow you to have very good 
control and a smooth cut. I pivot the tool on the 
tool rest, side to side, with my fingers on the 
pivot point and the handle securely against my 
body and forearm. And I donʼt get in a big hurry. 
With hollowing, you frequently have to stop the 

lathe and clean out the shavings form the 
interior of the vessel or the tool can bind up 
inside-(You donʼt want that to happen). You can 
be a little more aggressive with the meat of the 
form, but take it easy and slow down when you 
get to the wall and youʼll be rewarded with a 
good finish.”

! Like any tool you need to evaluate what 
your needs are and purchase accordingly. If 
these tools fit your needs, grab one, you wonʼt 
be disappointed, they are quality made tools. If 
you would like more informations you can visit 
Craigʼs website at:

http://www.easywoodtools.com/
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Call to Order  (45 members present, 5 
guests)

The MSWG Membership meeting was called 
to order by President Skip Wilbur at 9:01 a.m.  

Approval of meeting minutes : Richard Hiller, 
Ray Tanner

Financial Report

Bob Speier, Treasurer reported MSWG 

!Education Fund balance !3291.62
!General Fund !!!2364.67
!Total In Bank: !!!5656.29

Motion and approval by all.

Scholarship

Presentation was made to Bill Kearns.

Roster

A copy of the roster was sent around during 
the meeting for corrections.  Bob Speier will 
update and make available.

The roster will be changed to replace last 
column with the equipment that people have.

Woodturning schools

Skip would like to get information from 
members as to the schools that they have 
attended.

As a note on this the Newsletter has a list of 
schools that area available.

Turnings Display at meetings

Skip mentioned three different kinds of 
“Turnings Displays”  that he would like to see 
at each meeting.
!1) Instant gallery
!2) President's challenge
!3) Bringback 

a piece of wood that was raffled will be taken 
home, turned and returned

Library

The Library which is on display at each 
meeting is free to checkout for members.

AAW Chapter Pieces

AAW has 332 chapters and would like to have 
each chapter submit a turning.

If you have a piece that you would like to 
submit contact Bob, Keith, or Mike to get a 
picture made.

TAW Symposium 

Last weekend in January in Nashville 

JANUARY GENERAL
MEETING MINUTES

by: LONNIE EPPERSON

(cont. on next page.)
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Membership dues 

See http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com/
Membership.html for membership information.

AAW:
!$48 per year

!NOTE:  To use the club's tools you must be a 
member of the AAW.
!A member can view previous newsletters on-line.
!Sandy Speier is on the board of the AAW.

Projects and Tips on our website

Skip talked about adding this section to our 
website.
Please submit ideas to Mike Maffitt.

Show-And-Tell

Skip showed tips about using hook & loop for 
sanding

Dennis Paulus showed his method of folding 
sandpaper in thirds and stacking in order of !grit.

Lonnie Epperson showed his homemade version 
of Cole chuck.

T-shirts, hat's, coffee mugs, aprons?

Anyone interested, embroidered? silk screen?  
!Contact Skip Wilbur

Board Meetings

Meetings are held the Tuesday before each 
month's meeting at a designated location.  
Contact Skip Wilbur for details.
 
These meetings are open to all members, but 
without voting privileges.

Other Events

Michael Mocho will be a Skip Wilbur's on 1/26 at 
12:00.  He will demonstrating Sorby spiraling tools 
and texturing.  The cost is $50 per person.

President's challenge

For February:! crazy goblet, do something 
different.

Today's demo

Andy Woodard

Future demos

February: !Dale Larson 
!This is an all day demo and is free.
!He is one of the best bowl turners.
March: !!Mark Cothran

Respectfully submitted – Lonnie Epperson 
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JANUARY  2011
INSTANT GALLERY

BILL HANDEL

BILL HANDEL

CLIFF & WILLIAM VALENTINE

CLIFF & WILLIAM VALENTINE

JIM TUSANT

BOB SPEIER

DENNIS PAULLUS

JOHN GINSKI
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(cont. on next page.)
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JANUARY  2011
INSTANT GALLERY

KEITH BURNS

LARRY SEFTON

RICK STONE

JOHN WILLIAMS

MIKE & TERRY MAFFITT

LONNIE EPPERSON

SKIP WILBUR

THOMAS DOROUGH
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Andy,
Thanks for making the demo a 

special event. We appreciate 
your time and all the effort you put 

into your demonstration. You are quite 
the artist. This is the finished piece 
presented to Skip at the TAW 

symposium. It will be auctioned off 
at the end of the year bash.

ANDY WOODARD

demonstrates

LONG STEM 
GOBLETS
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! Dennis gave a free demonstration at The 
Woodwork Shop in Cordova, TN showing how 
he makes his Acorn style boxes. Great job on 
the demonstration and I think everyone picked 
up a few great pointers.

(cont. on next page.)
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THE  MID-SOUTH  WOODTURNER’S  GUILD	
 FEBRUARY 2011

THE GIFT OF TIME

! We collected on the “Gift of Time” on Sunday Jan 9.  What was to be 3 hours of time turned 
out to be well over 4 hours. Bottom line - Dennis Paullus did an outstanding job and I would 
recommend turners taking lessons from Dennis.  If Dennis does this next year the starting bid needs 
to be $150.

Here is a link to a video clip - check it out.! http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhw4dfZSD1g
! ! - Joseph Voda & Larry Sefton

! Terry Maffitt won the other “Gift of Time” bid auctioned off at the Christmas Party and she 
cashed it in for her lesson. What was supposed to be 3 hours turned out to be 6 hours. Folks, you 
just canʼt beat the patience and professionalism that Dennis offers in his instruction and you have to 
admire his passion. Thanks Dennis for this wonderful donation to the club I think you are to be highly  
commended. ! ! ! ! Link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y08NTYU3RbE
! ! - Mike & Terry Maffitt

THE GIFT OF TIME
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•February 12th

•Dennis Paullus: Hollow Vessels class at the Woodwork Shop.

•February 26th

•February General meeting : Demo by Dale Larson.

•Individual Collaboration pieces due.

•March 26th

•March General meeting : Demo by Mark Cothren.

•April 29th, 30th, May 1st

•Southern States XI Woodturning Symposium.

•www.southernstatessymposium.org

2011
UPCOMING DEMONSTRATIONS 

& EVENTS
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! I was introduced to woodturning while in high school, but it wasnʼt 
until 22 years later that I again stepped in front of a lathe. In 1998, I 
sold a successful Vocational Rehabilitation business so that I could 
be home with my growing family. When my first child was six months 
old, my husband presented me with a lathe, but I wouldnʼt have the 
opportunity to work with it regularly until my two children reached 
school-age. My first priority is my family, and then as time allows, I get 
to pursue the opportunities that come my way as a result of my 
turning.

! A brief exploration in pottery introduced me to the importance of 
form and design, the foundation to any embellishment of my turning, 
be it branding, pyrography, coloring, texturing or carving. I endeavor 
to make wood pieces that pursue excellence of form and beg to be 
picked up and caressed. Not being able to leave well enough alone, I 
began exploring what I could do to my work off the lathe. As a result I 
began burning, branding, and carving my pieces. What joy!

! When exploring a source of inspiration for my surface enhancements, I looked to my interests in 
Native American and prehistoric art. Since childhood I have been fascinated by the creative expression 
of native North American cultures, petroglyphs of the Columbia Plateau of the Northwest, as well as the 
cave art of Lascaux, France and Altimira, Spain. My artwork reflects their influences. For more 
information visit Mollyʼs web site www.turningmaven.com.

Getting To Know The Pros:
MOLLY WINTON
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! While sanding contoured objects off the lathe, Iʼve found a great tool to help in those hard to reach 
areas for not a lot of money. Itʼs called a tadpole. You can buy the whole set for around $20.00 which 
will assist you in sanding concave, convex and angled surfaces by wrapping sandpaper around them. 
You will find them at: http://www.woodworkingshop.com/.

TIPS AND TRICKS
THE  MID-SOUTH  WOODTURNER’S  GUILD	
 FEBRUARY 2011

! The biggest enemy of hook and loop sanding systems is the heat caused by friction which weakens 
the nylon hooks. I have thrown away many Velcro disc holders (about $10.00 per holder) because of 
over aggressive sanding techniques. Solution - a sacrificial sanding pad between your sandpaper and 
the disc holder. Youʼll need a piece of hook and a piece of loop with the adhesive backs and stick them 
together back to back and cut the pieces to the size of your sanding pad holder. Now when you ruin a 
hook because of friction you can throw away something worth a few cents. Check out: 
http://www.supergrit.com/ at the bottom of page 39 in their online catalog are both products in $” rolls 
for $2.00 per foot. Donʼt forget you need one of each.

! Another way to fight the heat enemy while sanding is to either wait until your sanding paper cools 
down or to expedite this procedure by spritzing the sandpaper with denatured alcohol. The alcohol will 
almost immediately evaporate and will cool down the sanding surface. I usually have a plastic bottle of 
denatured alcohol within reach of my lathe.

Sanding Tadpoles

Sacrificial Velcro Pads

Cooling Sanding Pads
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! The sun is shining, the snow is deep and 
ice is on the road in Saint Paul, but the warm 
welcome I received when starting with the 
American Association of Woodturners has made 
moving from Atlanta all worthwhile.  The 
enthusiasm of the membership, staff and board 
is contagious and we are all looking forward to 
an exciting year celebrating our 25th 
Anniversary.

! The annual symposium will be at near 
headquarters in Saint Paul.  The symposium will 
include educational activities and enjoyable days 
dedicated to learning, teaching and sharing.  I 
am particularly looking forward to the 
demonstrations and talks from a variety of 
woodturners and authorities in the field.  This is 
our opportunity to meet with the experts without 
having to travel all over the world.  One of the 
things I like the best about symposiums is 
connecting with old friends and building new 
relationships with people who share enthusiasm 
for woodturning.

! Our symposium conference hotels are 
offering discounts for you and your family and 
friends.  There will even be complimentary 
buses circulating between the venues and hotels 
to save your energy for the symposium. 
 
! Saint Paul has a large number of lovely 
parks and walkways along the Mississippi River 
to explore if you want a little more exercise.  This 
is a great vacation venue for families, even 
those members who have not experienced the 
joys of woodturning. Optional tours showcasing 
Saint Paul, Minneapolis and Stillwater will be 
available for you and your family.  We have been 

able to get discount tickets to see the King Tut 
exhibition at the Science Museum of Minnesota, 
make your reservations when registering for the 
symposium on our web site.  Be sure and see 
our new video about the conference at this link.

! And as part of our celebration, we are 
producing a 25th Anniversary book which should 
prove to be a collector's item, one for the coffee 
table of every woodturner.  We will be posting an 
excerpt from the book so you can have a sneak 
preview.
 
! Our wonderful journal, "American 
Woodturner" has inspired me to learn more 
about woodturning.  I love reading the articles 
and drooling over the photographs and can 
always dream that someday my work will look 
that good. 
 
! Our members are very important to us 
and we want your opinions and suggestions. 
Please feel free to email me or any of the staff.  
If you are interested in joining our committees 
and working with outreach, education, or any 
number of topics, please contact us.
I look forward to seeing you in Saint Paul in 
June.

 
Cindy Bowden 
 
AAW Executive Director 
 
www.woodturner.org

American Association of Woodturners
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A “True” Treadmill
Many set programs for cardio workouts or can be adjusted to 

fit your own needs. In excellent condition with less the 100 
miles on it. Comes with two floor mats and manual

 
$250 (firm)

 
Itʼs upstairs so bring help to get it loaded.

This will help with that New Years Resolution you made a 
month ago.

Call Bob Speier at 901-756-9315

“True” Treadmill
FOR SALE

THE  MID-SOUTH  WOODTURNER’S  GUILD	
 FEBRUARY 2011

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.woodturner.org/

