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! It is time for your blocks of wood to be converted into the most 
prized object you can possibly dream up and turn them in continuing 
this month. The objects can be enhanced by other woods and or 
objects but must consist mainly of the original piece of wood.

! Two years ago we had an article penned by Joan Kelly on our 
project which appeared in the AAW publication, American Woodworker. 
Last year we were fortunate to be able to display the 2009 Birdseye 
Maple pieces at the Memphis Jewish Community Center where we 
were very well received. The MJCC is planning on having us back in 
2011 and hopefully we will be able to display the new Walnut Block 
pieces for the public to again 
see the work of our many 
talented artisans.

! Many of these items 
are also auctioned off at the 
end of the year during the 
Christmas meeting. They are 
also intended to be included in 
a book that will be published 
by Keith Burns. I hear the book 
from last year will be coming 
out very soon. So, get to work 
and get these items turned in.

Keith Burns 2010 Piece
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! Resourcefulness can 
be fun and challenging.  Old 
furniture is a good source of 
dry hardwood for small turned 
items and can be laminated for 
larger work.   Find a bunch of 
similar plastic bins at a flea 
market, fire sale, or in a scrap 
bin – thatʼs a solution to 
organization and storage 
problems!  Always keep one 
eye out for scraps of tool steel 
to be used for gouges or 

chisels; hollow pipes and 
rubber hose for turning-tool 
handles; used squirrel-cage 
fan motors for air circulators or 
dust collectors; and sturdy 
benches or cabinets for tool 
supports.  During my tour of 
his shop I learned that Joseph 
Voda is a master at recycling.

He owns two small 
metal lathes along with three 
wood lathes (one with a 
duplicator from an MSWG 
Raffle).  While his larger Delta 
lathe has a headstock which 
may be positioned anywhere 
along the ways for inboard or 
outboard turning, he mostly 

uses a General Maxi-lathe in 
day-to-day work.  Having 
turned wood for only a few 
years, his interests run to 
bowls, hollow forms, pens, 
candlesticks and lidded boxes.

! Josephʼs shop 
occupies three walls of a 
double garage with room in 
the center for a car.  In use he 
rolls equipment (e.g. a 
sharpening cart) out from the 
walls to convenient positions.  
Insulation of the overhead 
door and use of a few 
circulating fans has made 
summer work bearable.  
Winter warmth is provided by 
space heaters.  He was given 
a portable 10” DeWalt 
Contractor table saw by a son-
in-law, who designed several 
of its very handy features.  He 
recently acquired a second 12” 
planer and wishes to sell his 
older one.  He ground off the 

with JOSEPH VODA
by: Ray Tanner

SHOP TALK

(cont. on next page.)
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sharp corners of his Oneway 
chuck to save on busted 
knuckles.

! A portable  tool rack (5 
gal bucket w. PVC) and his 
wheeled 8” grinder with Penn 
State Tool Sharpener makes it 
easy to switch working from one 
lathe to another.  Joseph 
currently uses a cyclone lid and 5 
gal. bucket to decrease the  load 
on his shop vacuum and enable 
easier emptying.  His air filter 
system consists of a dust mask 
with high efficiency filters.  The 
salvaged cabinet beneath his drill 
press forms a dedicated drilling 
station providing quick access for 
all his bits and accessories, 
including his flexible grinder.  With 
his garage frequently open to 
moist air, Joseph relies on Teflon 
spray and WD40 to prevent rust.  
The lower part of his workbenches 
and tool stands hold wood for 
future projects.

! Joseph believes the 
mantra, "The latest technology or 
finest tools do not make the art; 
rather itʼs the artistʼs skill and 
ingenuity in using that which is 
readily available that makes art."
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! Like many woodturners, 
I have become addicted to CA 
glue -- not sniffing it, but 
depending upon it for dozens of 
tasks in the shop.  Using CA 
glue and an accelerator, I can, 
in a matter of a few seconds, 
mount wood on my lathe via 
glue blocks. Hairline cracks in 
wood can be stopped by 
running in low viscosity forms of 
CA glue; larger cracks,or even 
voids, can be repaired with 
more viscous CA mixed with 

matching sawdust, coffee 
grounds, or brass key 
filings. The bark on natural 
edge pieces can be 
stabilized. A thumb sized piece 
of a bowl that goes flying 
across the shop can often be 
replaced with the aid of CA and 
there is no waiting overnight, 
you are back turning that bowl 
within a minute or two. 

! We wonʼt drift off too far 
into the chemistry of CA glues, 

but they are a family of 
monomers which become 
linked together, or polymerized,  
when exposed to hydroxyl ions. 
Please remember that water is 
H2O, or HOH, or hydrogen 
hydroxide, so water provides a 
good source of hydroxyl ions.  
There is a huge difference in 
the setup time for CA glues in 
my humid garage shop in July 
(very quick) versus the dry air 
of an air conditioned studio or  
my shop on a cold day in 
December (much slower).

! There is not a single 
cyanoacrylate -- the short chain 
CAʼs (methyl and ethyl) set up 
faster and form somewhat 
stronger bonds than do the 
heavier, or long chain,  CAʼs. 
The short chain CA glues are 
the “thin” glues and the bigger 
the molecule, the more viscous 
the glue -- marketed as 
“medium” and “thick” CA glues.  
Many of the cyanoacrylate 
glues are mixtures of the 
monomers, along with a little 
acid to keep the glues from 
setting up until neutralized by 
the hydroxyl ions.  Other 
thickening agents may be 
added.  Much of this is 

INDISPENSABLE CYANOACRYLATE GLUE
by: Emmett Manley

WOOD SPIN

(cont. on next page.)
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proprietary information and the 
adhesive companies do not 
provide more information than 
they are forced to disclose. 

! When I first started 
using the thin/medium/thick CA 
glues, I figured they were all the 
same stuff but just diluted more 
or less with acetone.  That is 
not the case, the 
cyanoacrylates are different.  
You can dilute your CA glue 
with acetone, but you will just 
be weakening the resulting 
bond because you are 
providing less glue. For those 
real inquiring minds, I ran 
across the following 
somewhere: The actual 
composition of most 
commercial glues is typically 
ca. 91% ethyl 2-cyanoacrylate, 
9% polymethylmethacrylate, 
<0.5% hydroquinone and a 
trace of organic sulfonic acid. 
The thin glues are believed to 
be essentially 100% ethyl CA.

! Unlike many other 
glues, the CA glues do not 
shrink when they set, nor do 
they expand unless they react 
so rapidly as to trap bubbles. 
These are major advantages of 
the CA glues, along with their 
rapid setup time.  The pulling 
bond established by CA glues is 
very strong, but the shear bond 
is not nearly as strong.  The 
bond is surprisingly brittle and 
can be shattered..  Some 
proprietary CA glues have 
rubberized material added in an 
attempt to provide more 
flexibility to the bond.

Back to the accelerators which 
are sources of hydroxyl ions ,or 
are weak amines, another 
group of compounds which 

accelerate CA polymerization.  
Water works well, but, of 
course, it does  not come in a 
spray can selling for $10 or 
more.  The adhesive 
companies claim that they 
match the accelerators they sell 
with the types of cyanoacrylates 
they market under the same 
trade name, as Stick Fast, etc. 
This is like claiming your 
Craftsman lawn mower runs 
much better when you use 
Craftsman oil.

! Sodium bicarbonate, or 
baking soda, is an excellent 
source of hydroxyl ions and you 
can dissolve some sodium 
bicarbonate in water, put it in an 
old spray bottle of some type 
and have a cheap and effective 
accelerator system.  Or, just 
sprinkle baking soda on the 
glue from a homemade shaker 
can.

! You can fill cracks with 
viscous CA glue, then quickly 
pack in some baking soda, 
perhaps adding a little thin CA 
glue at the end, and you will 
have an instant concrete repair 
which can be sanded, etc.  
Another method would be to 
mix sawdust with soda, or 
coffee grounds with soda, pack 
the crack, and then add thin 
CA glue.  Or begin by packing a 
crack with soda then drizzle thin 
glue onto the soda.  Experiment 
with these techniques and you 
can obtain some pleasing 
results and determine what 
works best for you. 

! It is true that the use of 
accelerators can result in a 
somewhat weaker bond than 
that established without the 
accelerators and some 

woodturners never use the 
accelerators for that reason.  
However, the bond is only 
weaker if the reaction takes 
place so fast as to cause 
bubbles and voids in the glue 
bond and that does not always 
happen.  You may encounter 
weaker bonds when using the 
CA glues in wet woods, 
especially punky wet woods.  
The “styrofoam effect” can often 
be seen in such situations. 
Quick reactions on the surface 
may block the availability of 
accelerators to the interior of 
the join and result in a weak 
area.

! Be aware that the 
cyanoacrylate - hydroxyl ion 
reaction is exothermic (heat 
generating) and the heat can be 
pretty intense.  If using CA glue 
to seal a minor cut (a common 
medical use in the shop) be 
sure the area is fairly dry or you 
may suffer a burn in addition to 
your cut. The CA glues 
marketed for medical and 
surgical use differ from shop 
CAʼs  in that they are especially  
formulated to produce less heat 
when in contact with body 
fluids.  Remember, too, that 
sanding can produce a lot of 
heat and thus potentially 
weaken CA glue bonds, so go 
easy on the friction when 
sanding glued areas.

! Another safety tip -- 
when using CA glues, be 
careful not to glue your fingers 
together or onto some 
immovable object.  The 
debonders will get you out of 
trouble, if you can reach them!  
Acetone seems to work fairly 
well as a debonder as the 
commercial products are mostly  
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acetone. Enough water and 
enough time will also loosen the 
glue bonds -- glasses splattered 
by CA glue can be cleaned by 
leaving them in water overnight, 
followed by gentle rubbing.  

! CA fumes. Avoid 
inhaling them.  Your respiratory 
tract, from nose to lungs, is 
moist with water and the glue 
will set up quickly and you donʼt 
want that resulting gunk in your 
lungs.  The good news is that 
the immediate precipitation of 
the glue keeps it from being 
rapidly absorbed into your 
circulation and causing 
systemic toxicity.  At best, the 
CA fumes are highly irritating. 

! The major disadvantage 
of the CA glues is their cost..  At 
$3 per ounce, this stuff is 
selling for $384 per gallon. But, 
as I stated at the beginning, I 
am addicted so I will have to cut 
expenses elsewhere.
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NEIL ARMSTRONG'S SECRET

 In case you didn't already know 
this little tidbit of trivia, it 
might make you chuckle when 
you read it.

On July 20, 1969, as 
Commander of the Apollo 11 
Lunar Module, Neil Armstrong 
was the first person to set foot 
on the Moon.

His first words after stepping on 
the Moon, “Thatʼs one small step 
for man, one giant leap for 
mankind,” were televised to 
Earth and heard by millions,

But just before he re-entered the 
lander, he made the enigmatic 
remark “Good luck, Mr. Gorsky”.

Many people at NASA thought it 
was a casual remark concerning 
some rival Soviet cosmonaut.

However, upon checking, there 
was no Gorsky in either the 
Russian or American space 
programs.

Over the years many people 
questioned Armstrong as to 
what the ʻGood luck, Mr. Gorskyʼ 
statement meant, but Armstrong 
always just smiled.
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On July 5, 1995, in Tampa Bay, 
Florida, while answering 
questions following a speech, a 
reporter brought up the 26 year 
old question to Armstrong. This 
time he finally responded.

Mr. Gorsky had died, so Neil 
Armstrong felt he could now 
answer the question.

In 1938, when he was a kid in a 
small Mid-Western town, he 
was playing baseball with a 
friend in the backyard. His 
friend hit the ball, which landed 
in his neighborʼs yard by their 
bedroom window.

His neighbors were Mr. and 
Mrs. Gorsky. As he leaned 
down to pick up the ball, young 
Armstrong heard Mrs. Gorsky 
shouting at Mr. Gorsky. “Sex! 
You want Sex?! Youʼll get sex 
when the kid next door walks 
on the Moon!”

True Story

PRESIDENT’S
CORNER

by: Bob Speier

! I mentioned at the July 
General Meeting the Board is 
very proud and excited to offer 
an Educational Opportunity 
Fund Scholarship to a 
deserving member of the Mid 
South Woodturners.  We 
realize times are tough and 
funds are tight, but education is 
the most important aspect of 
woodturning.  Thatʼs why weʼre 
offering a $500 scholarship to 
any member of MSWG that 
applies and his or her 
application is selected.  The 
recipient must attend an 
approved school or 
symposium.  Examples would 
include; John C Campbell, 
Arrowmont, Mark Adams or 
symposiums like the 2011 AAW 
symposium in Minneapolis, the 
TAW symposium in Nashville in 
January 2011 (the scholarship 
would probably cover this 
symposium).

! Remember, The 
recipient must provide a 
demonstration or at least a 
lecture on what they 
experienced and learned at 
their destination.  Applications 
will be a available at the next 
general meeting in August and 
must be turned in no later than 
October 21st 2010 
(Octoberfest).

EO FUND SCHOLARSHIP

A LITTLE HUMOR
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THE COBBED WEB

(cont. on next page.)

Traditional Woodturning:
The Pole Lathe
by: Mike Maffitt

What is Bodging, You ask? Back in the 
old days a tradesman would come into 
an area of a town and buy a stand of 
woods from a local estate. There he 
would manufacture mostly chair legs 
and stretcher poles. The Bodger's 
equipment was so easy to move and 
set up that it was easier to go to the 
timber and work it there than to 
transport it to a workshop. The 
completed chair legs were sold to 
furniture factories to be married with 
other chair parts made in the 
workshop. The common tools he 
would take to set up his camp were a 
pole lathe, drawknife, a course axe, a 
saw horse, axes and adzes, and a 
shave horse to hold the item firmly for 
use with the shave horse.

Normally a tree was felled and then 
cut into billets and the billets split with 
the axes, adzes and wedges into 
rough square chair leg sized pieces. 
The pieces were further refined into 
chair leg shaped pieces with the 
drawknife and then turned on the pole 
lathe and then stacked to season. It is 
said a Bodger was able to make up to 
300 chair legs a week. Quite an 
accomplishment when you consider 
the labor involved didnʼt include any 
electricity, just a strong back and arms.

(cont. on next page.)
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This month I wanted to start 
a venture into Traditional 
woodturning and take a 
look at the items the old 
timers used in their craft. 

Since we love our lathes 
why donʼt we start by 
looking at the Pole Lathe.
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Associations:
http://www.bodgers.org.uk/index.php 

History of Lathes:
http://historicgames.com/lathes/springpole.html 
History of the Lathe: part one – reciprocal motion | 
Stuart King 
Timeline results for the history of pole lathes 

Videos:
Battle of the Bowl turners: battle of the bowlturners 
Making a Bowl: making Robin Hood's bowl
Making a Windsor Leg: Foot-Powered Windsor Chair 
Leg Turning - 1 
Demonstrating a Pole Lathe: sean hellman pole lathe 
turning 
Romanian pole lathe turner making a flask: Romanian Pole Lathe Flask Turner .wmv
Appalachian woodturning: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vOrctojBT2Y&feature=related 

Build Your Own:
http://www.instructables.com/id/A-modern-build-of-a-medieval-spring-pole-lathe/ 
http://www.bloodandsawdust.com/sca/lathes4.html 

Drawings for a pole lathe:
http://www.rushworth.com/green/draw/index.htm 

Making a treadle or Pole lathe:
Making a treadle or pole lathe 

Plans:
Plans 
pole lathe woodworking plans and information at ... 
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Call to Order

(33 members present, Visitor: John Jordan)
The MSWG Membership meeting was called 
to order by Vice President Joel Benson at 9:08 
a.m.  

Approval of meeting minutes

Tate Thomas, Jim Tusant

Financial Report

Matt Garner, Treasurer reported MSWG 

! Education Fund balance ! 1721.69
! General Fund !! ! 2369.10
! Total In Bank: !! ! 4090.79

Motion and approval by Ray Tanner, Ken 
Walls.

Scholarship

The scholarship application was briefly 
discussed and members encouraged to 
participate.

Memphis Zoo DEMO

This event will be on  September 25, 2010 
from 10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.

See Ken Walls if interested.
Joel Benson will also  be helping out.
There is a $20 fee for doing demo and only 
demonstrators entry fee will be free.

Demonstrators will have to bring their own 
wood.

The zoo has requested that we only use 1 
lathe.

Hands On Session

23 people showed up at Skip's house for the 
spindle turning session.

There are no more sessions scheduled at this 
time.

Upcoming Demonstrations

September 25:  We will be at the Zoo instead 
of our usual meeting place.  This year we will 
not be participating in the Bartlett Festival.

Respectfully submitted – Lonnie Epperson

AUGUST MEMBERSHIP
MEETING MINUTES

by: Lonnie Epperson

THE  MID-SOUTH  WOODTURNER’S  GUILD	
 SEPTEMBER 2010

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.woodturner.org/


http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com/ 12 http://www.woodturner.org/

HANDS-ON DEMO
SPINDLE TURNING

THE  MID-SOUTH  WOODTURNER’S  GUILD	
 SEPTEMBER 2010

(cont. on next page.)

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.woodturner.org/


http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com/ 13 http://www.woodturner.org/

Skip, Thanks for hosting the “Hands-On” class for August, the hospitality was fabulous and the 
company was outstanding. If you havenʼt been to one of our “Hands-On” classes you really donʼt 
know what you are missing. We hope to see you at the next class.

MSWG
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• September 11th

• West Tennessee Woodturners: Outdoor Meeting, 9:30 a.m. until----

• September 17-19

• The Georgia Associations of Woodturners Presents: Turning Southern Style XVI

• September 25th

• Memphis Zoo Demonstration.

• October 22nd

• Octoberfest at Joel Bensonʼs Home.

• November 20th

• Tentative schedule for November General meeting.

• December 18th

• Tentative schedule for December General meeting.

2010 UPCOMING 
DEMONSTRATIONS & EVENTS
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Thanks to Joel Benson, John Jordan and Dennis Paullus for giving us their honest opinions about 
our work and giving direction on how to improve our work in finishing, form and tool application. It is 
very difficult to improve if you really donʼt where you stand in your journey in this hobby we call 
woodturning. Thanks to Larry for rigging up the turntable, great job.

Thank you all for making the meeting a success, MSWG

AUGUST 2010 DEMO
CRITIQUING YOUR WORK
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INSTANT GALLERY
AUGUST 2010

Glen Alexander

Mary Lou Beaucamp

(cont. on next page.)
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INSTANT GALLERY
AUGUST 2010

Jim Tusant
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Ray Tanner Ray TannerMike Maffitt

Skip Wilbur Ken WallsSkip Wilbur

Joan Kelly Joan Kelly

John Johnson UnknownMatt Garner

Dennis Paullus

(cont. on next page.)
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INSTANT GALLERY
AUGUST 2010
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Getting To Know The Pros:
DAVID SPRINGETT
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Getting To Know The Pros:
DAVID SPRINGETT
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LOCAL SUPPLIERS

COLCO FINE WOOD & TOOLS
2631 Jackson Avenue
Memphis, TN 38108-3319
(901) 452-9663

HARDWOOD INCORPORATED
200 Progress Road
Collierville, TN 38017-2716
(901) 853-4317

THE WOODWORK SHOP, INC.
8500 Wolf Lake Dr. #101
Bartlett, TN 38133
901-755-7355
www.thewoodworkshopinc.com
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2010 39th Annual
TACA Biennial

The Best of Tennessee Craf t 
Exhibit
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The 2010 Tennessee Association of Craft 
Artists Biennial: The Best of Tennessee 
Craft Exhibit showcases the fine craft of 
Tennessee, providing public visibility and 
recognition for the quality and diversity of 
craft found throughout the state. This juried 
exhibit will be held in the Todd Gallery on 
the grounds of Middle Tennessee State 
University in Murfreesboro, Tenn. with 
cash awards presented including Best of 
Show.

August 16: Deadline for receipt of entries

August 23: Notification of selection

September 20-24 Receipt of selected work 
at the Todd Art Gallery, Middle TN State 
Univ.

September 27 to October 15: Exhibition 
open to public

October 2: Opening reception 5-7 p.m.

October 16 to November 1: Work returned 
to artist COD

TENNESSEE ASSOCIATION OF CRAFT ARTISTS
Post Office Box 120066

Nashville, TN 37212-0066
615-385-1904

www.tennesseecrafts.org
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! The  Georgia Association of Woodturners 
(GAW), dedicated to providing   education, 
information and organization to those interested 
in   woodturning, will be presenting its annual 
symposium, "Turning  Southern  Style XVI". This 
year's event will again be held at the  Unicoi  
State Park and Lodge near Helen, Georgia on 
September 17-19, 2010. 

! GAW sponsors this annual event which 
features some of the world's  leading woodturners 
and turning artisans. 

This year's featured turners include:
J. Paul Fennell, Alan Lacer, and Stephen Hatcher. 

Also featured are:
Nick Cook, Johannes Michelsen, Peg Schmid, 
and Dave Barriger. 

Instant Gallery:
The instant gallery will return as a favorite and we 
invite each  participant to display up to  four 
pieces of his/her work for all to enjoy.

Vendor  Area:
As always, the vendor area will be well stocked 
with tools, wood, and  all other woodturning 
related supplies and equipment. 

Saturday Night Dinner and Auction: 
Prior  to our auction, there will be a banquet 
dinner on Saturday evening. As  always, all 
proceeds from the auction support continuing 
education in  woodturning through our 
scholarship program. We encourage all who  
participate in the symposium to donate a piece to 
our Saturday Night  Auction to benefit the 
scholarship fund. 

For Further Information:
For additional information and pricing, please visit 
www.gawoodturner.org .

You are encouraged to register prior to August 1, 
2010. Refunds for  cancellations will be given up 
to September 1,  2010. Registration may be 
limited, so act quickly. 

To register:
Visit www.gawoodturner.org.  Print and complete 
the registration form and mail it, along with your  
check, to: 

Georgia Association of Woodturners 
c/o Harvey Meyer 
5174 Waterford Drive 
Dunwoody GA 30338 

If you would like a brochure, visit 
www.gawoodturner.org or  contact: 
Harvey Meyer, 
Symposium Chairman 
The Georgia Association of Woodturners 
symposium@gawoodturner.org 

Turning Southern Style XVI 
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