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Happy February
everyone. Here we are in

our second month of our 20th year
and things are looking good.

This month our long time member Larry Sefton
will demonstrate for us the use of a camera and
monitor to hollow a vessel, also other turning
applications as well. I’m really looking forward to
this one. The fun doesn’t end because in March
Joel Benson will show his version of box making
with a change. You will want to see this demo it
has an extra little twist.

That brings us to April, we have an extra special
treat that month. Nick Cook from Marietta GA.
will be our guest demonstrator. Nick is a great
presenter and nationally known wood turner who
is very entertaining to watch. This is a must see
event.

 I want to thank our local club members for
volunteering to demonstrate and if anyone wants
to share with the club a project or technique
please let me or any board member know. We
need your help in filling out the rest of the year.
Also thanks to all of you that support our club in
so many ways. As I have said many times
before, without you there is no club. By sharing
your talent and passions with your fellow
members; by bringing your art to the instant
gallery; by bringing wood and stuff to the raffle,
which I think is one of our best features of our

club, you make the club what it is. Over the
years I have gotten some amazing wood from
our raffle. Not least are you members who help
at every club meeting with the set up of the room
and with tear down and refreshments too. Taking
pictures of instant gallery, there are so many
things that need doing to have the great
meetings that we have. I think that maybe we
some times take for granted the quality of our
meetings and do not realize the effort it takes for
each and every meeting. Thank you one and all
for your help and involvement. I want to suggest
that you get more involved with all aspects of our
club. You are are the one that will benefit most if
you do.

So remember , come early and leave late  and
we will see you February 27th, 2016.

Dennis

By:
Dennis Paullus

President’s
Corner

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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Most woodturners, upon reading the subject of
this month's column, will think," this does not

apply to me because I don't embellish the edges
of my platters and bowls with a propane torch, and
I gave up smoking  years ago."  However, they are
probably wrong because fire lurks as a possibility
for everyone who works with wood.

Just look around your shop.  Often the floor is cov-
ered with wood shavings, and finer particles of
wood surround your lathe, bandsaw, sander, and
numerous other areas that are involved in remov-
ing wood from wood.  Fire hazards are every-
where.  Many woodturners heat their shops during
cold weather with open flame kerosene heaters,
or electric space heaters with hot wires glowing.

Still, if no open flames are ever present in a shop
the craftsman should have nothing to worry about,
right?  Wrong again. We have all heard about
spontaneous combustion and that sure sounds
like a scary situation -- something just starts burn-
ing for no reason.  That is not what happens as
there is a reason for such fires. Some chemical
reaction are exothermic, which means heat is gen-

By:
Emmett Manley

Wood Spin

erated as one product of the reaction.  One exo-
thermic reaction of special interest to woodturners
is that generated by the oxidation of certain oils
and waxes as they "cure" from a liquid to a solid
state.  Wadded up rags thrown in with paper or
wood chips sets the stage for a fire.  Possibly
worse is packing the rags into plastic bags and
discarding the packet with your shop trash.

What you need to do is to take steps to be sure
that your oily rags cannot allow the heat generat-
ed to build up to ignition temperatures of the sur-
rounding materials.  I spread out my finish soaked
rags on a well ventilated concrete floor or some

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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Wood Spin cont.

other exposed surface.  When the rags are stiff
and the curing complete, I can discard the ma-
terials safely.

The only fire I have had in my shop was minor
in that I got it under control in 15 seconds but it
could have been much worse.  On the lathe, I
was drilling a piece of end grain hard wood with
a Forstner  bit on the tailstock when the often
encountered smoke became fire on the lathe in
just a few seconds. Where there's smoke
there's fire, or certainly the potential.  Slow
down and also keep those shavings from piling
up beneath your bit. This incident reminded me
that friction is one of the five basic sources of
fire, with chemical, solar, electrical, and pres-
sure being the other four.

Fires of solar origin in our shops should be ex-
tremely rare although I have read of fires being
started due to sun rays being focused via pass-
ing through a curved bottle surface.  Pressure
induced heat is necessary for a diesel engine to
operate but pressure related fires in a wood
shop should not happen.  In fact, at one time I
struggled for a week trying to turn a functional
fire piston but with zero success.  The literature
indicates that aboriginal people around the
world can make a fire piston out of a piece of
bamboo or tree limb and start a fire with no diffi-
culty.  Not me, so I don't worry about pressure
induced fires.

A few words about surface area and particle
size as related to fire ignition. Different woods
vary a bit in terms of the temperature necessary
for ignition and fire, but a commonly quoted fig-
ure is 300 C (or 572 F) for dry woods.  For the
same mass of wood, it takes longer for a 2x4 to
reach ignition temperature than it would for a
pile of wood chips, and shavings would com-

bust quicker, sawdust even faster, and wood
dust the quickest.  All of this is true because
dusts have a high ratio of surface area to vol-
ume.
In order for wood dust to explode that dust
needs only to be suspended in the air at a suffi-
ciently high concentration, there be an oxidant
present (usually atmospheric oxygen), plus an
ignition source. In addition to wood dust, we
need to be aware of other combustible fine par-
ticles suspended in the air of our shops. Soy-
bean and corn storage bins/silos are common
locations of dust based explosions, and coal
mine dust explosions have killed hundreds of
miners in one blast. Woodturners don't have to
worry about coal dust, or fine particles of grain,
coffee, flour, metals, etc. floating around in their
shops but wood dust is not the only combusti-
ble fine particle concern.   It should be apparent
by now that dust is the woodturners' four letter
word and mortal enemy.  In addition to clogging
our lungs and having the potential to destroy
our shops, dust is filthy and unsightly (check
with my wife on this point).

An unexpected hazard is that of very fine steel
wool which can burst into flames if exposed to a

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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spark, and some woodturners love to work with
#0000 steel wool. Here is a major concern -- va-
pors from those highly volatile organic solvents
that woodturners find so useful as acetone, xy-
lene, benzene, mineral spirits, various paint thin-
ners, and other short chain hydrocarbons.  Our
own Rick Stone experienced a narrow escape
about fifteen years ago when -- well, I'll let Rick
share his story:

I learned the hard way to make sure fumes from
lacquer thinner, LP gas, or anything that could
put off flammable fumes, doesn't build up in your
shop. I just went into my shop to weld a bracket
for a friend, and when I  struck a arc the com-
plete back room went up in flames. I could feel
my legs burning while standing in the middle of
the flames. I got out of that room rather quickly
and went to the floor slapping my jeans as flames
were shooting out. Somehow, I called the fire de-
partment and they were there in 5 minutes  and
got it put out. My brother from Collierville called

and said he saw, on TV,  my shop on fire as
viewed from the news helicopter. After about two
months going to the burn center I was good as
new. So be sure to keep flammables in a metal
cabinet, or store them outside.

If that first person account doesn't get your atten-
tion, then I am not sure what it would take to do
so.

So, what should we do to reduce these fire haz-
ards?  Keep your shop clean and I know how
difficult that can be. If you are fortunate enough
to have a dust collection system, use it. If you are
like me with your "shop" taking over the garage
(another sore point), set up a fan to blow over
your lathe and out the door.  Use a safe, no
flame, heating system as the oil filled radiators.
Obviously,  keep a fire extinguisher  handy.  And,
finally, a benefit of  living in West Tennessee --
keep the humidity high as high humidity reduces
the chance of a dust explosion.

Wood Spin cont.

OK Emmett.

What is a Fire Piston?

According to Wikipedia “A fire piston, sometimes
called a fire syringe or a slam rod fire starter, is a
device of ancient origin which is used to kindle fire.
It uses the principle of the heating of a gas (in this
case air) by rapid and adiabatic compression to ig-
nite a piece of tinder, which is then used to set light
to kindling.

A fire piston consists of a hollow cylinder ranging
in length from about 7.5 cm to 15 cm (3 to 6 inch-
es), having a bore 6–7 mm (about 0.25 inch) in di-
ameter, sealed at one end and open at the other. A

From the Editor:

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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piston with an airtight circular seal is fitted into the
cylinder. The piston has a handle on the end to allow
a firm grip to be applied to it, or a large enough sur-
face area to strike it sharply without causing pain
while the cylinder is braced against a hard surface,
and it can be completely withdrawn from the cylinder.
The piston generally has a notch or recess on or in its
face, into which a piece of tinder is placed.

The compression of the air when the piston is quickly
rammed into the cylinder causes the interior tempera-
ture to rise sharply to 260°C (500°F)[citation need-
ed]. This is hot enough for the tinder on or in the
piston face to ignite with a visible flash that can be
seen if the cylinder is made of translucent or transpar-
ent material. The piston is then quickly withdrawn,
before the now-burning tinder depletes the available
oxygen inside the cylinder. The smoldering tinder can
then be removed from the face of the piston and trans-
ferred to a larger nest of fine tinder material. The em-
ber is then fanned or blown upon vigorously to create
a flame, at which time various stages of larger kin-
dling can be added until built into a proper fire.
Ancient and modern versions of fire pistons have been
made from wood, animal horns, antlers, bamboo, or

lead. Other metals have also been used in modern ver-
sions.
Fire pistons have been used in South East Asia and
the Pacific Islands as a means of kindling fire for
years. They are found in cultures where the blow pipe
is used as a weapon and this suggests they may have

developed out of blow pipe construction.[original re-
search?] Their use has been reported from Burma, the
Malay Peninsula, Indo-China, Borneo, Sumatra, Ja-
va, Kalimantan, Sulawesi, the Philippines, Madagas-
car and South India. “

I always find something in Emmett’s articles that
piques my curiosity.  I just had to look this one up
and thought I would share with you.  By the way,
you can see videos of the Fire Piston in use on
YouTube.

Larry

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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Each year MSWG participates in several
charitable events.  This year we will be

focusing on three.  They are “Beads of
Courage”, “Empty Bowls”, and “Pens for
Troops”.

“Beads of Courage”

This will be the second year we will be
contributing to the “Beads of Courage” initiative
under the auspices of the  AAW.  Our lidded
boxes will be submitted at the AAW Annual
Convention June 9 thru 12 in Atlanta.  That
means we must set the May 28 meeting as our
deadline for submitting “Beads of Courage"
boxes.

Last year, one of our biggest contributors was
Jerry Hosier.  Jerry turned at least 20 lidded
boxes. One of them found it’s way into the hands
of a six year old boy from Pittsburgh.  This is the
message of thanks Jerry received from the boy’s
mother.

Dear Jerry,

Thank you very much for making the special
Beads of Courage lidded box with the football
decals on it. My son Zack, age 6, got a heart
transplant in April and he was at Children's
Hospital of Pittsburgh on Friday for a routine
heart biopsy when he received the box with his
latest round of beads that he earned inside. The
craftsmanship is beautiful and Zack loves
football, so the decorations are perfect for him.
The box now has a permanent place on his

dresser in his room and he will treasure it
forever.

Thank you for putting your time and love into
making these boxes for sick children. It is greatly
appreciated. Zack is doing amazing since he got
his new heart.
Many thanks,

Jessica and Marc Rogers

There is no doubt that receiving feedback like
that is very rewarding.  Let’s all make a special
effort this year to turn at least one lidded box for
this wonderful cause.

Bead Bowls/Boxes Guidelines:

● “Beads of Courage” members may receive
thousands of beads. It is desirable for your
boxes to hold them all.

● As a result, turned or rectangular lidded
boxes need to be large. Larger is better!
Recommended interior dimensions for
turned boxes are: 6” diameter (5”
minimum}, 5” height (4” minimum).

Club Supported Charities for 2016

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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Recommended interior dimensions for
flatwork boxes are: 4” x 6 “ x 4”

● Box bases should be wide enough so the
box is stable and does not tip over easily.
Lids for “Beads of Courage” boxes should
be easy for small or ill children to remove or
lift. Any finials should be easy for a small
child to grasp and not too elaborate so they
don't break. Avoid excessively elaborate
designs that may easily break or be
damaged; remember, hospital rooms have
limited storage space.

● Finishing of boxes is extremely important!
“Beads of Courage” members who receive
these boxes are susceptible to
germs/infections/mold. Bowls that have not
been properly sealed can harbor mold.

● Please take the time to ensure you are
using a safe finishing process that does not
contain toxic materials. Also do not use
finishes like linseed oil that take a long time
to outgas.

● All kinds of wood are beautiful! Please
refrain from painting “Beads of Courage”
boxes. Instead, highlight the beauty of the
wood with clear varnish, a stain, and/or
burning.

● It is nice if you can personalize your
donation. Marking your name or initials,
type(s) of wood, and date on the box bottom
is one way. It is also nice to include a
personal note of encouragement, business
card, etc. inside the box.

Empty Bowls

“Empty Bowls” was founded 25 years ago in
Michigan by two art teachers Lisa Blackburn and
John Harltom.  The idea was to organize a
charitable event to give artists and art students a
way to make a personal difference in others lives.
Hartom's students made ceramic bowls in their
high school art classes. The finished products
were then used as individual serving pieces for a
fund-raising meal of soup and bread. Contributing
guests kept the empty bowl. During the next year,
Hartom and other participants developed this
concept into “Empty Bowls”.

Each community’s events are self developed and
independent. The project expands one group of
concerned artists and students at a time, and
events are currently held in many areas in the
United States and Canada.  “Empty Bowls” now
supports food related charities around the world
and has raised millions of dollars to aid in the
fight against hunger.

“Empty Bowls” allows participating artists and
groups to create and donate bowls, then serve a
simple meal. In some communities, ceramic
artists are joined by wood turners, glassblowers,
fiber artists, metal smiths, painters, sculptors, and
other artists and craftspeople. Guests choose a
bowl to use that day and to keep as a reminder of
all the empty bowls in the world. In exchange for
the meal, and the bowl, guests contribute a
suggested minimum donation. One hundred
percent of each meal's proceeds are devoted to
local hunger-fighting organizations, such as food
banks or soup kitchens, or to national or
international charitable groups.

“Empty Bowls” in Memphis was first organized in
2012. Memphis is ground zero in the fight against
American hunger, topping the charts for both

Club Supported Charities for 2016
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poverty and food insecurity in U.S. cities. A 2010
Gallup Poll pronounced the Bluff City as the
hungriest in the nation, and according to a 2014
report from the U.S. Mayor's Conference,
Memphis dwarfs all other cities when it comes to
the percentage of unmet need for food
assistance — a jarring 46%.

MSWG has been contributing bowels to the
“Empty Bowls” organization since its founding in
Memphis in 2012, delivering our first batch of
bowls on October 29, 2012. We will contribute
again this year.  Let us all turn at least one bowl
for this worthy charity.

The deadline for submitting your bowl(s) will
be our October club meeting.

Pens for Troops

This will be the 13th year that Woodcraft has
sponsored the “Pens for Troops” turn-a-thon.
Each year our club receives free pen kits from
David Sap, owner of the Nashville Woodcraft
store.  Our obligation is to return the kit as a
finished pen to the Nashville store where it will
become part of their annual total.  As of 2014,
the Nashville store leads the nation in the total
number of pens turned at 11,571.   Nation wide
the 11 year total of all Woodcraft stores was
119,489 pens.

We encourage our members to participate in this
worthy project.  Pens made will be sent to military
personnel serving overseas and those in
rehabilitation centers.

The Nashville store sends it’s pens to the
national head quarters the second week of
November, so we have set our deadline to turn
in our pens as our October meeting.  That will
give us time to get our pens to the Nashville
store before their deadline.

Club Supported Charities for 2016
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Meet the Demonstrator
February 27 Club Meeting

Larry Sefton

This month’s
demonstrator is one
of our own.  Larry is
an active club
member who has
contributed
significantly to our
club.  He is a past
club board member, and served as club
President in 2008. He has demonstrated to the
club on a number of occasions, is on our list as a
Mentor, and at most meetings you will find him
managing our audio/visual equipment.

In his blog SandBoxTime, he describes himself
like this;

By day, I work as a safety engineer for a major
insurance company. Otherwise, I am a
woodturner, husband, father, and uncle. I
started woodturning in 2004 but have worked
with wood for much, much longer (furniture,
home repairs, etc.). During 2008, I served as
president of the Mid-South Woodturners
Guild. Hint: If I'm not at my computer, where
will you find me? In my studio / workshop !!

Click on the link to his blog above for an
extremely interesting tour of Larry’s wonderful
“journey” as he calls it.  The pieces on display

there are amazing.  He is a true craftsman, no I
would say artist.

For this demonstration, he is planning to reach
into his bag of tricks to demonstrate how he
creates his Baseballs, including the pyrography
for the laces.

Next, he plans to hollow out a vessel using a
video camera and a monitor to judge the position
of his cutter during the hollowing process.  I can’t
wait to see that.

 Finally, time permitting, he will delve into
embellishing turned objects using paint. He will
show us how to paint precise lines on an item
while still on the lathe, the use of gesso, and a
product called GAC.

http://sandboxtime.blogspot.com/
http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org


The Mid South Woodturners Guild of Memphis, TN February 2016

12http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com http://www.woodturner.org

Instant Gallery

Ash Platter

Osage Orange Bowl

Walnut Back Scratcher

Tom Dorough

Mary Lou Beuchamp

Ash Bowl

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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Instant Gallery
Bill Bleau

Ash Lidded  Box

Cherry Burl Bowl

Cherry Burl Urn

Black Walnut Pepper Mill

Richard Hiller

Walnut Wine Glass Stem

Cherry Burl Urn

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Instant Gallery
Dan Farage

Ash Bowl

Dyed Lidded Box

Karl Loeblein

Cherry Bowl

Wormy Pear Goblet

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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Instant Gallery
Mark Maxwell

Red Box Burl HF

Jonas Nemanis

Spalted Maple HF Carved Cherry HF

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Instant Gallery
Dennis Paullus

Spalted Maple Bowl
Pepper Mills

Bowl

Spalted Maple Carved HF

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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Instant Gallery
Larry Sefton

Natural Edge Bowl

Baseballs

Cherry Lidded Box
Oak HF

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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Instant Gallery
Rick Stone

John Williams

Walnut Turnings

Ash Pitcher

Ash Prickly Bowl

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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Upcoming Events 2016
February 27   Larry Sefton, Hollowing and woodturning using a TV monitor

March 26   Joel Benson, box making with a change

April 23   Nick Cook, Nick Cook stuff

May 28   Watch remainder of Mike Mahoney Video started at our September
   meeting.

   “Beads of Courage” Boxes project final turn in date

June 25   Skip Wilbur and Dennis Paullus - Pepper mills

July 23   To be announced

August 27   To be announced

President’s Challenge turn in date - Pepper Mill

September 24  To be announced

October 14 - 16 Pink Palace Craft Fair- club booth

October 22   Oktoberfest (possible date and or location change TBD)

“Empty Bowls” project final turn in date

Annual Pens for Troops pen turn in deadline

November 8  Empty Bowls event

November 26   To be announced

   President’s Challenge turn in date - Christmas Ornaments

December    Christmas Party (date to be determined)

   Annual Club auction

Reminder– If you have not paid your dues for 2016 please do so as soon as possible to keep from
being dropped form the membership roster.

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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All members of MSWG are invited to contact the following mentors to learn a new technique, improve
their turning skills or turn something different. Mentors are volunteers and do not charge.

Contact information is on our website under Members Only and the Roster. Sessions should last no longer
than 3 hours and be scheduled at the convenience of the mentor.

Benson, Joel   Wood Selection, Turning Green Wood, McNaughton Coring, Chain Saw Sharpening/
   Maintenance, Chain Saw Use/Safety

Cannon, Rick   Segmented Bowls

Hosier, Jerry   Basic Stone and Wire Inlay, Woodturning Basics (Beads & Coves), Use of Spindle &
   Bowl Gouges

Maffitt, Mike   Trembleurs, Offset Turning

Manley, Emmett  Basic Woodturning, Small Bowls, Tool Handles, Hand Mirrors, Stick Pens, Eggs, Wine
   Bottles, Miniature Birdhouses, many other small items

Paullus, Dennis  Tool Use, Turning Safety, Hollow Vessels, Bowls, Boxes (Friction Fit or Threaded),
   Spindle Turning

Pillow, Wright   Inlaying: Marketry, Inlace, Epoxy

Sefton, Larry   Milk Paint, Make Your Own Pyrography Unit, Hollow Forms

Stone, Rick   Finials, Bowls (incl. Natural Rim), Boxes, Spindles, Carving, Finishes, Pyrography,
   Making Tools, Turning Tool Basics (incl. Sharpening)

Tusant, Jim   Bowls, Hollow Forms, Pyrography, Carving, Dyeing, Tool Use

Voda, Joseph   Spindle Turning (e.g. Ornaments)

Wilbur, Skip   Bowls, Hollow Forms, Goblets, Finials

Mentor Program

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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Sponsors and Suppliers

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org

