
http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com/ 1 http://www.woodturner.org/

THE  MID-SOUTH  WOODTURNER’S  GUILD	
 AUGUST 2010

TURNER’S TALK

Mike Maffitt: Editor

Page 2  –  AUGUST DEMONSTRATION:  CRITIQUING YOUR WORK

Page 3  –  2010 MID-SOUTH PERSPECTIVE PIECES

Page 4  –  2010 L IFE T IME MEMBER AWARD:  JOHN JOHNSON

Page 6  –  SHOP TALK:  TOM DOROUGH

Page 8  –  WOOD SPIN:  THE MUCH MALIGNED SCRAPER

Page 10  –  THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Page 11  –  THE COBBED WEB:  FOLK & WOODTURNING SCHOOLS

Page 18  –  JULY MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

Page 20  –  HANDS-ON CLASS:  SPINDLE TURNING

Page 21  –  UPCOMING DEMONSTRATIONS

Page 22  –  JULY DEMO RECAP:  CHUCKING

Page 24  –  DONATED ITEMS FOR SRVS AUCTION

Page 25  –  CBU GALLERY  ITEMS PRESENTED FOR ACCEPTANCE

Page 27  –  JULY INSTANT GALLERY

Page 29  –  TACA –  39th  BEST OF TENNESSEE CRAFT EXHIBIT

Page 30  –  GAW: TURNING SOUTHERN STYLE XVI

TABLE OF CONTENTSJohnny Johnson
2010 Life Time Member

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.woodturner.org/


http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com/ 2 http://www.woodturner.org/

! A few months ago, the instant gallery 
table included some unfamiliar paperwork. 
Besides the standard form asking for the turnerʼs 
name, wood species, and type of finish, turners 
were offered the opportunity to “show and tell” 
about a particular work or request a critique of a 
turning.  The response, especially for critiques, 
was unprecedented.  Clearly, many of us are 
eager for more insight about what distinguishes a 
good turning from a great one.

! Our August meeting will be dedicated to a 
panel discussion about line and form, including 
critique of work furnished by the members. 
Dennis Paullus and Joel Benson, long time 
turning artists and members, and John Jordan, 
whose work is included in prestigious art 

collections internationally, will lead the 
discussion. 

! Members are encouraged to bring in 
finished work or work in progress for constructive 
critique.  Donʼt be shy; this is how we learn!

by: Joan Kelly

CRITIQUES:
AN HONEST OPINION
AUGUST 28th
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2010 Mid-South Perspective
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! It is time for your blocks of wood to be converted into the most 
prized object you can possibly dream up and turn them in starting this 
month. The objects can be enhanced by other woods and or objects but 
must consist mainly of the original piece of wood.

! Two years ago we had an article penned by Joan Kelly on our 
project which appeared in the AAW publication, American Woodworker. 
Last year we were fortunate to be able to display the 2009 Birdseye 
Maple pieces at the Memphis Jewish Community Center where we 
were very well received. The MJCC is planning on having us back in 
2011 and hopefully we will be able to display the new Walnut Block 
pieces for the public to again 
see the work of our many 
talented artisans.

! Many of these items 
are also auctioned off at the 
end of the year during the 
Christmas meeting. They are 
also intended to be included in 
a book that will be published 
by Keith Burns. I hear the book 
from last year will be coming 
out very soon. So, get to work 
and get these items turned in.

Keith Burns 2010 Piece
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Honoring:
JOHN JOHNSON

2010 Life Time Member
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! Born in Martinez, California in 1920, John Johnson was an ambitious child. At the age of 18 John 
applied for and received the first Ham Radio license issued in the county where he lived. Since he lived in a rural 
area of the state that had no electricity, he rigged up two automobile batteries to power his radio.

! After serving in the Army Air Corps for forty six months during World Ward II, John installed air 
navigation and communications systems for Pan American Air in several areas of Africa including the Belgian 
Congo. At the same time he earned his solo private pilot license.

! In 1947 when there was no Interstate 40 and no major highways from East to West, John traveled from 
Tennessee to California and back on the old U.S. highways 60 and 80.

! In the years 1947 through 1950 John traveled in and out of Knoxville, TN and visited a friend, Clay 
Compton, a woodturner, who had a shop on Main Street in Gatlinburg, TN. Through this friendship he officially 
came down with the woodturning bug.

! John began working for the Civil Aeronautics Administration which soon became a Federal entity and in 
January of 1959 the name was changed to the Federal Aviation Agency. He worked for the organization for over 
30 years and traveled extensively throughout the Southeastern United States. He lived in several different cities 
and moved to Memphis in 1963.

! After retiring from the FAA, John was active in real estate. He also built and flew ultralight aircraft and 
was actually flying them until the last few years.

! He and his family have done extensive RV travel. They visited all of the lower 48 states, all of the 
Canadian provinces, the Alaskan highway and about half of the Mexican states as well as traveling in New 
Zealand.

! At the age of 90, John is still active in woodturning and woodworking. He manages the Woodworking 
Shop for the Kirby Pines Retirement Center where he and fellow retirees enjoy their hobby.

(cont. on next page.)
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JOHN JOHNSON
2010 Lifetime Member Award

THE  MID-SOUTH  WOODTURNER’S  GUILD	
 AUGUST 2010

! In his 60 plus years of woodturning, John has racked up quite a list of achievements:

• Demonstrated turning at the Pink Palace Craft Show for 22 straight years.
• Was instrumental in organizing the Memphis Woodworkerʼs Guild in the early 1970ʼs.
• The Mid-South Woodturnerʼs Guild broke away from this group in 1997.
• In a 6 week period, John turned 284 bedposts and 44 tall table pedestals.
• Over a period of 25 years he turned 2,700 clock finials.
• John has shared his woodturning experiences with fellow woodturners over the years and has 

done several demos for local woodturning groups.
• John and local woodturning legend, Dana Curtis traveled to Berea KY several times and did 

woodturning demos at the Berea College along with Rude Osolnik.
• John has been to Arrowmont for 3 woodturning symposiums.

Sandi Speier presents the Life Time Member Certificate to John Johnson

Bob Speier displays the Life Time Member plaque
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“Sharpening tools, like 
turning itself, is a perishable 
skill.” said Tom Dorough when 
I visited his spacious shop 
which includes a double 
garage and provides room for 
all types of woodworking and 
metalworking projects.  It also 
has room for maintenance of 
his sparkling Suzuki 
motorcycle and his wifeʼs 
beautiful stained glass window 
design and construction.  Tom 
(a longtime commercial pilot 
whoʼs flown into 47 states) has 
a MIG welder and a portable 
generator which enables him 
to work anywhere on his 
suburban property to: 
construct and maintain gates, 
make his own window guards, 
fabricate and install yard art 
metal work, etc.

! His interior shop walls 
are of rough-sawn oak and the 
ceiling panel joints are 
decorated with vines painted 

on by his wife.  Aesthetics in 
his surroundings and turnings 
are of utmost importance to 
this 12 year veteran of the 
turning craft as demonstrated 
by his choice of beautiful 
woods (walnut, ash, honey 
locust, hickory, and maple), 
quality of his turned art and by 
the order and neatness of his 
shop, his tools and his wood 
storage.  Tom specializes in 
bowls and pens and has 

profited greatly from his 
membership in the MSWG as 
he has adopted ideas from 
several members (e.g. the 
exhaust fan directly behind his 
Powermatic Lathe [with 
magnetic brake] and 
placement of his sawdust 
collector, compressor and 
vacuum pump in an adjacent 
building).  His high ceilinged 
shop has very spacious attic 
storage space but he also 
uses space beneath his work 
benches and in a small 
adjoining room currently 
holding rough-turned green 
wood bowls inside kraft paper 
sacks filled with shavings of 
the same wood.  Tom built his 
own rotary vacuum chuck 
using a sealed ball bearing 
unit which works exceedingly 
well, again exhibiting his 
clever and neat workmanship.  
His vacuum chuck bases are 
1-1/4” x 8 TPI iron nuts (which 
fit the spindle nose) epoxied to 

with TOM DOROUGH
by: Ray Tanner

SHOP TALK

(cont. on next page.)

THE  MID-SOUTH  WOODTURNER’S  GUILD	
 AUGUST 2010

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.woodturner.org/


http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com/ 7 http://www.woodturner.org/

THE  MID-SOUTH  WOODTURNER’S  GUILD	
 AUGUST 2010

MDF and are cheaper than 
faceplates.

! A sheet of steel on one 
corner of his spacious heavy 
duty work table provides an 
anvil-like surface and support for 
a machinistʼs vise useful in a 
variety of projects.  The air in his 
shop is filtered through a self-
made unit (ceiling mounted 
directly over the lathe) consisting 
of a floor fan and a millipore filter 
sealed with expanding foam; in 
addition he has an easily 
replaceable 

HVAC filter on the intake of his 
wall air conditioner to prevent 
clogging its fins.  Of interest also 
is a pair of light-weight, but 
sturdy, oak sawhorses of unique 
design (all made of 1 inch 
material).
  

Tomʼs observation at the 
beginning of this article is an apt 
reminder of the importance to 
turn frequently to maintain our 
skills and interest in this 
intriguing hobby.

(cont. on next page.)
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! Woodturners, 
especially the new and 
insecure woodturners, face the 
question of whether to scrape 
or not to scrape? Let me 
answer for one low level 
intermediate woodturner -- I 
love scrapers.  There, I have 
said it, and I am now out of the 
closet and feel liberated.

! Let me further confess; 
many times over the past five 
years, and in the privacy of my  
shop, I have reached for a 
scraper.  In my first year or so, 
the scraper was viewed as a 
relatively safe tool which could 
be counted on to get me out of 
some sort of difficulty.  With 
the tool rest close to the wood 
and with the scraper 
presented level or with a slight 

downward angle, it was hard 
to get a catch, something 
which could not be said about 
gouges and skews.  

! So the scraper became 
my rescue tool in the early 
days, although much of the  
woodturning literature and 
video tapes would contain 
scraper derogatory comments 
and warnings that real 
woodturners donʼt use 
scrapers, that one could 
become dependent upon 
scrapers and never really 
develop as a woodturner, that 
these devices of the devil are 
nothing but a crutch, etc.  So, 
like a lot of beginners, I used 
scrapers only when alone and 
then to a minimum.

! However, as I watched 
skilled woodturners, both live 
and in video tapes/DVDs, I 
would notice that they often 
grabbed a tool, waved it 
around a few times within a 
bowl, and continued talking.  
Some of these tools looked a 
lot like scrapers to me, but that 
word was rarely mentioned.

THE MUCH MALIGNED SCRAPER
by: Emmett Manley

WOOD SPIN

(cont. on next page.)
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! It took someone with the 
stature of Richard Raffan to not 
only expose the widespread, 
often clandestine, use of 
scrapers by accomplished 
woodturners but to actively 
promote the use of such tools. 
He made a statement to the 
woodturning world which really 
grabbed me, something to the 
effect that turners who oppose 
the use of scrapers either had 
not taken the time to learn to 
use them properly or 
possessed an ignorant and 
unfounded bias against their 
use.

! The past couple of 
years I have used scrapers not 
as rescue items, but as tools  
that are wonderful for shaping 
smooth curves and for 
providing finishing cuts for 
bowls, both on the inside and 
outside surfaces.  Scrapers 
come in various sizes and 
shapes: square nose, round 
nose, bowl radiused, box, 
inboard, outboard, side cutting, 
on and on.  For an item which 
should never be used, there 
sure are a lot of choices for a 
person not to use.  Plus, in 
another seeming paradox, 
scrapers are often classified as 
tools that tear the wood rather 
than provide a clean cut, yet 
scrapers are promoted to clean 
up tool marks and to provide a 
smooth finish! 

! As a bonus, scrapers 
can be sharpened in less than 
15 seconds -- I leave a platform 
on one grinding wheel set for 
the angle I use for scrapers 
(and parting tools and roughing 
gouges) and it is a quick grinder 
visit to raise that desired burr 
on a scraper and return to the 

lathe.  Sharpening my spindle 
gouges and bowl gouges 
requires setting up the 
Wolverine jig, sliding the bar out 
to exactly the right spot, locking 
the bar in place (donʼt forget 
that critical step) and then going 
through some demanding 
sharpening steps, plus 
repeating the entire setup 
process with every gouge. 
Being very efficient, or 
somewhat lazy, you can guess 
which of my tools get 

sharpened most often.  

! It is interesting that 
many of the newer and 
expensive hollowing tools 
operate on a scraping principle 
-- but, because they are often 
large, expensive, and with 
space age cutting tips, these 
tools are exempted from the 
wrath directed toward traditional 
scrapers.  After all, a fellow 
might want to get one of these 
new pretty tools and an 
experienced woodturner canʼt 
be caught purchasing a 
scraper.

! Skews, scrapers, 
gouges, parting tools, hybrid 
tools, all are designed to 
remove wood while that wood is 
spinning on a lathe.  The best 
tools to use are the tools that 
work for you.  A few 
woodturners do everything with 
a skew.  Others use spindle 
roughing gouges for 80% of 
what they do.  Most people do 
most of their work with gouges, 
both spindle and bowl gouges.  
However, scrapers have their 
place in woodturning and for 
many of us, that is a substantial 
place.
! The negative attitude 
toward scrapers is a learned 
behavior and that same 
negativity was probably 
exhibited when four jaw chucks 
were introduced -- real 
woodturners use faceplates, 
etc.  Go far enough back and I 
bet  motor driven lathes were 
viewed with disdain and as a 
form of cheating. In not too 
many years, what we are doing 
now will look quaint, as 
computers will determine bevel 
angle on automatic grinding 
machines and they will control 
laser cutters on the lathe. 
Punch in a few directions, or 
slip in a pre-programmed DVD, 
hit a button and drink a cup of 
coffee as your blank is 
converted to a bowl. 

! If faced with selecting 
only one woodturning tool to 
use for all of your future turning, 
most woodturners would 
choose a gouge, probably a 
3/8” bowl gouge.  However, if 
limited to three tools, a case 
can be made for one of those 
tools to be a scraper.
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! The AAW website for 
Proxy Voting is up and running.  
Please take the opportunity to 
read over the website  and 
understand what Iʼm asking you 
to do, SUPPORT THE SEATED 
AAW BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

! As Sandi ( Vice 
President of AAW) laid out at our 
meeting last Saturday the board 
made a decision necessary for 
the future advancement of AAW.  
They did nothing wrong or 
against Minnesota state law.  
They merely asked for the 
resignation of an employee, 
happens every day.  Could 
things have been handled better, 
possibly.  Things are always 
better with hind sight.  But the 
Boards concern has always 
been the betterment of the AAW 
Membership and the well being 
of AAW as a corporation.

! As a chapter of AAW we 
receive our liability insurance for 
demonstrations that we put on 
during the year, a huge savings 
for us.  Should this faction 
(MAG) have their way, AAW 
could possibility not be what it is 
today.  If you have any 
questions at all PLEASE do not 
hesitate to contact Sandi at 

THE  MID-SOUTH  WOODTURNER’S  GUILD	
 AUGUST 2010

cspeier@novamed.com  or call 
her at 901-322-6111 or 
901-229-2997.  You may also 
contact me at 
robtspeier@aol.com or 
901-756-9315  we will be 
happy to go into any detail you 
ask for.

! Below is the link for 
placing your Proxy Vote.  This 
website is in support of the 
AAW Board of Directors.  
PLEASE click on the link, then 
on the “Proxy Vote Online” link 
and place your vote if you 
agree.  This vote is only in 
support of the Current  AAW  
Board of Directors.  You will 
need your AAW member 
number to vote.
Click Here To VOTE

PRESIDENT’S
CORNER

by: Bob Speier

! On a much lighter side, 
as I mentioned at the July 
General Meeting the Board is 
very proud and excited to offer 
an Educational Opportunity 
Fund Scholarship to a 
deserving member of the Mid 
South Woodturners.  We 
realize times are tough and 
funds are tight, but education is 
the most important aspect of 
woodturning.  Thatʼs why weʼre 
offering a $500 scholarship to 
any member of MSWG that 
applies and his or her 
application is selected.  The 
recipient must attend an 
approved school or 
symposium.  Examples would 
include; John C Campbell, 
Arrowmont, Mark Adams or 
symposiums like the 2011 AAW 
symposium in Minneapolis, the 
TAW symposium in Nashville in 
January 2011 (the scholarship 
would probably cover this 
symposium).

! Remember, The 
recipient must provide a 
demonstration or at least a 
lecture on what they 
experienced and learned at 
their destination.  Applications 
will be a available at the next 
general meeting in August and 
must be turned in no later than 
October 21st 2010 
(Octoberfest).

EO FUND SCHOLARSHIP

AAW PROXY VOTE

A LITTLE HUMOR

! Due to inherit a furniture 
factory when his sickly, widower 
father died, Clyde decided he 
needed a woman to enjoy it with.

! Going to a singles' bar, 
he spotted a woman whose 
beauty took his breath away. 

! "I'm only an ordinary 
man," he said, walking up to her, 
"But in just a week or two, my 
father will die and I'll inherit a 20 
million dollar business." 

! The woman went home 
with Clyde, and the next day she 
became his stepmother.
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THE COBBED WEB

(cont. on next page.)

Folk & Woodturning Schools:
Going Beyond the Guild

by: Mike Maffitt
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! In the course of any 
craftspersonʼs work there 
comes a point where you ask 
what else is there? Do you 
question where you are as an 
artist and need some tweaking 
on your technique? Do you 
hate to take vacations 
because they interfere with the 
project currently mounted on 
your lathe? Do you want to get 
away from home but canʼt 
bear to part with your dusty 
shop for an entire week? Man 
have you got the bug!

! The John C. Campbell 
catalog gives a bit of input into 
the existence of their folk 
school.

“The folkehojskole (folk 
school) had long been a force 
in the rural life of Denmark. 
These “schools for life” helped 
transform the Danish 
countryside into a vibrant, 
creative force. The Campbells 

talked of establishing such a 
school in the rural southern 
United States as an alternative 
to the higher-education 
facilities that drew young 
people away from the family 
farm.

After John died in 1919, Olive 
and her friend Marguerite 
Butler traveled to Europe and 
studied folk schools in 
Denmark, Sweden and other 
countries. They returned to the 
U.S. full of purposeful energy 
and a determination to start 
such a school in Appalachia.”

! So the idea of the folk 
school was brought to the 
United States based on 
Danish models and ideas of 
rural “Technical Schools”.

! Several members of 
the Mid-South Woodturnerʼs 
Guild have taken advantage of 
these wonderful schools and 

came back talking about their 
wonderful experiences and the 
techniques they learned. 

! The great thing about 
these schools is the diversity 
of crafts offered. So if your 
wifeʼs hobby is pottery or 
sewing and you still want to 
enjoy a vacation together in 
craft heaven in the middle of 
beautiful hills, valleys and 
mountains give one of these 
schools a try.

! A little history of folk 
schools:
Folk Schools - Institute for 
People's Education and Action 

! Letʼs take a quick look 
at some of the, somewhat, 
local schools that are available 
to us and at the end you will 
find a listing of the AAW 
referred schools and links to 
their websites.

(cont. on next page.)
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(cont. on next page.)

THE  MID-SOUTH  WOODTURNER’S  GUILD	
 AUGUST 2010

(cont. on next page.)

Appalachian Center For Crafts - Tennessee Technological University 
Location: Cookeville, Tennessee
Driving Time From Memphis: 5 hours approx. 295 miles
Classes Offered: Clay, Fibers, Glass, Metal & Wood.

Check their website for class scheduling and fees.
Appalachian Center for Craft | Tennessee Tech University
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(cont. on next page.)
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(cont. on next page.)

Arkansas Craft School
Location: Mountain View, Arkansas
Driving Time From Memphis: 3 hours 30 minutes approx. 180 miles
Classes Offered: Marketing, Youth Education, Glass, Clay, Wood, Metal/Jewelry, Fiber/Weaving.

Check their website for class scheduling and fees.
Welcome To the Arkansas Craft School!
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(cont. on next page.)

THE  MID-SOUTH  WOODTURNER’S  GUILD	
 AUGUST 2010

(cont. on next page.)

Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts
Location: Gatlinburg, Tennessee
Driving Time From Memphis: 7 hours 25 minutes approx. 435 miles
Classes Offered: Clay, Fiber and Textures, Glass, Metals & Enamels, Painting/Drawing, Printmaking, Photography, 
Woodturning, Woodworking & Special Topics.

Check their website for class scheduling and fees.
Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts
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(cont. on next page.)
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(cont. on next page.)

John C. Campbell Folk School 
Location: Brasstown, North Carolina
Driving Time From Memphis: 7 hours approx. 435 miles
Classes Offered: Basketry & Gourd Craft, Beads, Blacksmithing, Book Arts, Broom Making, Calligraphy, Chair Seats, Clay, 
Cooking, Dance, Dolls, Bears & Figurative Sculpture, Drawing, Dyeing, Enameling, Felt Making, Folklore, Gardening, Glass, 
Jewelry, Kaleidoscopes, Knitting, Lace, Leather, Marbling, Metalwork, Mixed Media, Music, Nature Studies, Needlework & 
Thread Art, Painting, Paper Art, Photography, Printmaking, Quilting, Rugs, Sewing, Soap Making, Spinning, Stone Sculpture & 
Mosaics, Storytelling, Surface Design, Unique Offerings, Weaving, Woodcarving, Woodturning, Woodworking, Writing.

Check their website for class scheduling and fees.
John C. Campbell Folk School
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(cont. on next page.)
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(cont. on next page.)

Penland School of Crafts
Location: Penland, North Carolina
Driving Time From Memphis: 9 hours 20 minutes approx. 545 miles
Classes Offered: books and paper, clay, drawing and painting, glass, iron, metals, photography, printmaking, textiles, 
wood, and other media.

Check their website for class scheduling and fees.
http://www.penland.org/
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American Woodworking Academy 
http://www.awacademy.com/ 

Anderson Ranch Arts Center 
http://www.andersonranch.org/ 

Appalachian Center for Crafts
http://www.tntech.edu/craftcenter/ 

Arkansas Craft School 
Welcome To the Arkansas Craft School! 

Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts 
http://www.arrowmont.org/ 

Asheville Woodworking School 
http://www.ashevillehardware.com/index.php?
Classes:Class_Schedules 

Black Warrior Wood Turning School 
Black Warrior Wood Turning School 

Brookfield Craft Center 
http://www.Brookfieldcraftcenter.org 

Canyon Studios 
http://www.canyonstudios.org/ 

Center for Furniture Craftsmanship 
http://www.woodschool.org/ 

Conover Workshops 
http://conoverworkshops.com 

Cook Forest Sawmill Center for the Arts 
http://www.sawmill.org/ 

Craft Supplies 
http://woodturnerscatalog.com 

David Ellsworth School of Woodturning 
http://www.ellsworthstudios.com/ 

Drew Langsner Country Workshops 
Country Workshops Woodworking School located in the 
mountains of ... 

Eliot School of Fine & Applied Arts 
http://www.eliotschool.org 

Haystack Mountain School of Crafts 
http://www.haystack-mtn.org/ 

Homestead Woodworking School 
http://www.woodschoolnh.com 

Horizons, The New England Craft Program 
http://www.snowfarm.org/ 

Johannes Michelsen School of Woodturning 
School of Woodturning, Wood Turning Courses, Woodhat 
Workshop ... 

John C. Campbell Folk School 
John C. Campbell Folk School 

Kelly Mehlerʼs School of Woodturning 
http://www.kellymehler.com/ 

Marc Adams School of Woodturning 
http://www.marcadams.com/ 

Mark Supik Woodturning Workshops 
http://www.marksupikco.com 

Maryland Hall for the Creative Arts 
http://www.marylandhall.org/home_flash.asp 

North Bennett Street School 
http://www.nbss.org/ 

One Cottage Street School of Fine Woodworking 
Woodworking Schools - New England School of 
Architectural ... 

Oregon College of Art & Crafts 
Oregon College of Art & Craft 

Penland School of Crafts 
http://www.penland.org/ 

Peters Valley Craft Center 
http://www.petersvalley.org/ 

Rich Johnsonʼs Woodturning Center 
WoodTurning Woodturning instruction Rich  Johnson Wood 
Art ... 

Rocky Mountain School of Woodturning 
http://www.rmwt.org/wisdomcorner.html 

Snow Farm the New England Craft Program 
Snow Farm - The New England Craft Program 

The School at Annapolis Woodworks 
http://www.annapoliswoodworks.com/ 

William Ng Woodworks 
http://www.wnwoodworks.com/ 

Woodspin Studio 
http://woodspin.com/default.aspx 

Woodturning School 
http://woodturningschool.org 

Thanks for checking in this month. Go out and 
grab a class or two and bring back some 
valuable information that you can share with the 
Guild. Till next month, keep those lathes running.
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Call to Order  (48 members present, 
Visitors: Rick's friend Al, Bobby 
Johnson's wife )

! The MSWG Membership meeting was 
called to order by President Bob Speier at 
9:00 a.m.  

! Approval of meetings : Rick Gillispie, 
Tate Thomas

! Need to change date of next hands-
on class to Aug 21st.

Financial Report

Matt Garner, Treasurer reported MSWG 

! Education Fund balance ! 1,721.69
! General Fund !! ! 2,273.20
! Total In Bank: !! ! 3,994.89

Motion and approval by Bill Kearns and 
Richard Hillar.

Scholarship

! The club will offer a $500 scholarship 
that members will apply for.  Justification 
should include why you want it, what you will 
attend, etc..  Be specific on the application.  

! Various schools were mentioned: 
John C. Cambpell, Arrowmont, AAW
symposium and others.  

! After returning from class the you will 
be required to give a report.

! Sandy reported that individuals can 
receive grants from AAW.  Talk to Sandy to 
get tips if interested.

CBU permanent Collection

Thanks to all who contributed.

Memphis Zoo DEMO

! This event will be on  September 25, 
2010 from 10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.

Ken Walls will be in charge of this.
One more person is still needed.
The zoo has requested that we only use 1 
lathe.

Hands On Session

! The next hands-on session will be 
August 21st  from 2:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M. at 
Skip's house with the primary emphasis on 
spindle turning.

AAW Collaboration

Skip presented his ideas.
! 1) Juke box
! 2) ROOTS theme
! 3) Paddle wheel boat.  This is what we 

are strongly considering.

AAW has not decided on requirements 
and specs at this time..

JULY MEMBERSHIP
MEETING MINUTES

by: Lonnie Epperson

(cont. on next page.)
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MACA

! There is a craft show in Tunica in 
September and a show in Nashville. 

! Keith mentioned zapplication.org as a 
place to go to register for craft shows. This 
could be a way to supplement your income.

DELTA Fair

! Anyone interested  needs to get 
applications in soon.

Upcoming Demonstrations

! August 28:
! Show & tell critique the entire meeting.

! September 25:
! Zoo we will not be participating in the 
! Bartlett Festival.

Critiques

! We will start doing critiques at meetings,  
but will be starting with just 3 at a time.

AAW report

! Sandi reported on the state of the AAW.  
For more information contact her directly.

Lifetime Award

! The Lifetime Award was presented to 
Johnny Johnson.

! Respectfully submitted
! Lonnie Epperson 
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From the North: Travel East on 54, Take a Right on Houston Levee Road. Go past Macon Road 
approximately 1 mile. House is about 1/2 mile on the left.

From the West: Travel East on Walnut Grove Road until it dead ends. Take a Left and go 
approximately 1 mile. Take a Right on East Country Way Drive. House is about 1/2 mile on the Left.

Parking: The Driveway is a Single Lane Long Drive. If everyone plans on leaving after the class 
together it can accommodate most cars. If someone needs to leave early we suggest you leave your 
car in the street for easy egress.

 
August 21st @ 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Skip Wilbur's Shop
(it's worth coming just to see Skip's shop)

HANDS-ON DEMO
SPINDLE TURNING
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• August 21st @ 2 - 4 p.m.

• Hands-On Class at Skip Wilburʼs House

• August 28th

• General Meeting: Critiquing Work

• September 17-19

• The Georgia Associations of Woodturners Presents: Turning Southern Style XVI

• September 25th

• Memphis Zoo Demonstration.

• November 20th

• Tentative schedule for November General meeting.

• December 18th

• Tentative schedule for December General meeting.

2010 UPCOMING 
DEMONSTRATIONS & EVENTS
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LOCAL SUPPLIERS

COLCO FINE WOOD & TOOLS
2631 Jackson Avenue
Memphis, TN 38108-3319
(901) 452-9663

HARDWOOD INCORPORATED
200 Progress Road
Collierville, TN 38017-2716
(901) 853-4317

THE WOODWORK SHOP, INC.
8500 Wolf Lake Dr. #101
Bartlett, TN 38133
901-755-7355
www.thewoodworkshopinc.com
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If you have ever questioned your abilities to take any shaped object and find a way to mount it, 
somehow, to your lathe, there is a good chance you saw how to accomplish it during this past 
monthʼs demo. If creativity and the ability to “work out a problem” is what you are good at, then this 
demo most certainly sparked that desire to get a grip on your woodturning. Thanks to all who shared 
during this demo and provided insight into the various ways to mount objects you may have thought 
were unmountable.

Thanks Members, MSWG

THE  MID-SOUTH  WOODTURNER’S  GUILD	
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CHUCKING DEMO
JUNE 2010

(cont. on next page.)
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CHUCKING DEMO
JUNE 2010
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SRVS AUCTION
DONATED ITEMS
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Thanks to all the members who took the time 
and sacrifice to contribute to the SRVS 
Auction. The proceeds generated from these 
pieces will make a huge difference in needy 
peopleʼs lives.

MSWG

Keith BurnsBob & Sandi Speier

Rick Cannon

Wright Pillow

Bob & Sandi Speier
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The Beverly & Sam Ross Gallery
at the CBU Memphis Campus
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Larry Sefton

These are the pieces which were submitted this year to be included in The Beverly and Sam Ross 
Gallery at Christian Brothers University.

These are the pieces which currently reside at the CBU Campus.

Bob Speier Skip Wilbur
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Joan Kelly

These are the pieces that make up the gallery donated to  The Beverly and Sam Ross Gallery at 
Christian Brothers University.

Dennis Paullus

The Beverly & Sam Ross Gallery
at the CBU Memphis Campus

Larry Sefton Cliff & William Valentine

Larry Sefton Casandra Speier Keith Burns Terry Reynolds

Dennis Paullus Lee Chandler Matt Garner

Dennis Paullus
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INSTANT GALLERY
JULY 2010
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Cecil Bowers Glen Alexander

Howard Malone

John Johnson

Jim Tusant

(cont. on next page.)

Glen Alexander

Howard Malone
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INSTANT GALLERY
JULY 2010
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Jim Tusant

Kenneth Gilmer

Cliff / William Valentine

Larry Sefton

Keith Burns Keith Burns
Keith Burns

Keith Burns

Mike Maffitt Skip Wilbur
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2010 39th Annual
TACA Biennial

The Best of Tennessee Craf t 
Exhibit
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The 2010 Tennessee Association of Craft 
Artists Biennial: The Best of Tennessee 
Craft Exhibit showcases the fine craft of 
Tennessee, providing public visibility and 
recognition for the quality and diversity of 
craft found throughout the state. This juried 
exhibit will be held in the Todd Gallery on 
the grounds of Middle Tennessee State 
University in Murfreesboro, Tenn. with 
cash awards presented including Best of 
Show.

August 16: Deadline for receipt of entries

August 23: Notification of selection

September 20-24 Receipt of selected work 
at the Todd Art Gallery, Middle TN State 
Univ.

September 27 to October 15: Exhibition 
open to public

October 2: Opening reception 5-7 p.m.

October 16 to November 1: Work returned 
to artist COD

TENNESSEE ASSOCIATION OF CRAFT ARTISTS
Post Office Box 120066

Nashville, TN 37212-0066
615-385-1904

www.tennesseecrafts.org
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! The  Georgia Association of Woodturners 
(GAW), dedicated to providing   education, 
information and organization to those interested 
in   woodturning, will be presenting its annual 
symposium, "Turning  Southern  Style XVI". This 
year's event will again be held at the  Unicoi  
State Park and Lodge near Helen, Georgia on 
September 17-19, 2010. 

! GAW sponsors this annual event which 
features some of the world's  leading woodturners 
and turning artisans. 

This year's featured turners include:
J. Paul Fennell, Alan Lacer, and Stephen Hatcher. 

Also featured are:
Nick Cook, Johannes Michelsen, Peg Schmid, 
and Dave Barriger. 

Instant Gallery:
The instant gallery will return as a favorite and we 
invite each  participant to display up to  four 
pieces of his/her work for all to enjoy.

Vendor  Area:
As always, the vendor area will be well stocked 
with tools, wood, and  all other woodturning 
related supplies and equipment. 

Saturday Night Dinner and Auction: 
Prior  to our auction, there will be a banquet 
dinner on Saturday evening. As  always, all 
proceeds from the auction support continuing 
education in  woodturning through our 
scholarship program. We encourage all who  
participate in the symposium to donate a piece to 
our Saturday Night  Auction to benefit the 
scholarship fund. 

For Further Information:
For additional information and pricing, please visit 
www.gawoodturner.org .

You are encouraged to register prior to August 1, 
2010. Refunds for  cancellations will be given up 
to September 1,  2010. Registration may be 
limited, so act quickly. 

To register:
Visit www.gawoodturner.org.  Print and complete 
the registration form and mail it, along with your  
check, to: 

Georgia Association of Woodturners 
c/o Harvey Meyer 
5174 Waterford Drive 
Dunwoody GA 30338 

If you would like a brochure, visit 
www.gawoodturner.org or  contact: 
Harvey Meyer, 
Symposium Chairman 
The Georgia Association of Woodturners 
symposium@gawoodturner.org 

Turning Southern Style XVI 
THE  MID-SOUTH  WOODTURNER’S  GUILD	
 AUGUST 2010
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