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Last month we were
treated to another
great demonstration
from Larry Sefton.
This time he walked
us through the tools
and techniques he
uses to power carve
his turned pieces.  As
usual, his presenta-
tion was well orga-
nized and thorough.

Starting with the small Proxon power carver then working his way up
to very powerful pneumatic tools used in the stone carving industry,
he showed the benefits and limitation of each tool.  This was another
presentation that will cost me a lot of money trying to assuage my
tool envy.  Also, during his presentation he used some “golden divid-
ers” which garnered a lot of interest.  Plans to make your own can
be found at the end of this newsletter.
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Good morning Mid-South
Woodturners. It is time for our August

meeting. We had a really good meeting in July
with our demonstrator Larry Sefton. Larry was
well prepared as always and he gave a very
detailed demonstration on carving. Thank you
Larry for another good demonstration.
This month we will have several club members
doing their take on finishing, something that
seems never to be talked about enough. We all
have our favorite finishes, I know I do. There will
be demonstrating on how to finish your finish.
Triple E polish and how to apply it. There will be
be an example of John Jordan’s finish too. this
should be an interesting demonstration and I
hope plenty of open discussion form the
membership.
September will be our big event of the year with
Graeme Priddle and Melissa Engler during our
regular club meeting with multi axis turning and
embellishing. this will be a full day meeting with a
break for lunch and then more demonstration
after lunch. This will be an exciting and
informative demonstration by world class artists.
Please remember that this a members only
demonstration that we have worked hard to
finance through our education fund so that we do
not pay an extra fee to come to our club meeting
to see world class demonstrators. Everyone is
welcome to come to this demonstration but  if
you are not a current member please see our

treasurer to join the club before the meeting.
Graeme and Melissa will also be doing two days
of hands on classes on Sunday and Monday. It is
not too late to join in on the hands on classes just
see Matt our treasurer to prepay the class fee on
Saturday.
We still have more exciting meetings coming up
in the rest of the year. Oktoberfest at Joel’s,
November meeting with Sam Dawson and our
annual Christmas party in December. Lots and
lots of fun and information.
I would like to ask our membership a favor. We
do not have, at this point in time, any demos
scheduled for 2018. We need our membership to
step up to the plate and volunteer to
demonstrate. In addition, we need names of
experienced professional woodturners that you,
the membership, would like to see at our club
too. Please let me or any board member know in
the coming months if you know of any turners we
could schedule. Thanks in advance for your help
and I will try to pass a sign up sheet around at
the next meeting.
Well I’m looking forward
to seeing you all
Saturday the 26th of
August for another great
meeting. Remember
with out you we would
not have such a great
club.

President’s
Corner
By:
Dennis Paullus

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Wood Spin
Fractal Burning
Worth the Risk?

A few months ago, this notice appeared in
Turners’ Talk:

“At our November meeting, Tom Brouillette gave us
an electrifying demonstration of Fractal and
Multifractal Scaling of Electrical Conduction in
Random Resistor Networks, sometimes known as
Wood Burning with Lichtenberg Figures, also
known as Woodburning with Electricity. “

That was a fascinating session.  Our
demonstrator had created an electrical monster

-- one that elicited awe and demanded respect.
Sparks flew, smoke appeared, and wood burned
in intricate branching patterns.  I felt that I was in
Doctor Frankenstein’s laboratory, and  fully
expected villagers to arrive at the door with
pitchforks and torches. Very exciting.  High
energy, and the results were impressive.

There are lots of websites currently promoting
this fun high voltage way to make beautiful art.
Do It Yourself U Tube videos abound. Very few
warning remarks are included and those that are
listed are often presented in a perfunctory
manner.  Here is a typical introduction to a video
demonstration:

“As requested, I am posting this fractal wood
burning tutorial for those of you who wanted to see
how I do it. First I want to put out this disclaimer:
This process uses high voltage electricity and the
utmost care and safety needs to be observed at all
times. That being said, let's begin.”

From this routine warning, this technique does
not sound particularly dangerous, just exercise
the usual care employed when working in your
shop, right? A much stronger warning was
issued in a minority of cases, with an example
below:

By: Emmett Manley

Sample of Tom Brouillette’s work

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Wood Spin cont.

“This demonstration is extremely, extremely
dangerous. -- If you touch ANYTHING (wires,
transformer, wood... anything!) while its plugged in
you will be ELECTROCUTED and DIE -- PEOPLE
HAVE DIED from microwave transformers -- all it
takes is one mistake -- YOU DON’T GET A
SECOND CHANCE.....”

Everything changed in early May of this year
when an American  woodworker was
electrocuted in his shop while using the fractal
burning technique to embellish a picture frame.

A few weeks after the fatal accident, AAW issued
this policy statement:

 “It is the policy of the American Association
of Woodturners (AAW) that the process
known as Fractal Burning is prohibited from
being used in any AAW-sponsored events,
including regional and national symposia,
and that AAW-chartered chapters are strongly
urged to refrain from demonstrating or
featuring the process in chapter events.
Further, the process of Fractal Burning shall
not be featured in any written or online AAW
publication, except for within articles that
warn against its use. AAW publications will
not accept advertisements for any products
or supplies directly related to the process.”

This action was prompted in part by news in May
that a woodworker in Walla Walla, Washington,
was killed by electrocution while attempting to
use the Lichtenberg fractal burning technique
(http://www.union-bulletin.com/local/local-man-
electrocuted-using-dangero...). The process
typically uses a high-voltage transformer, often
repurposed from a microwave oven, to flow
current across wood items that have been
soaked with a electrolyte solution.

The reaction of the grass roots woodturning
world to this statement surprised me.  I follow
one internet woodturning forum (Wood Central)
and it exploded with comments.  The surprise
was the number of woodturners who opposed
the AAW position, mainly on a freedom of choice
basis.  It is the same argument used by
motorcyclists who don’t wish to wear helmets,
auto drivers who don’t buckle up, people who
want to kill themselves with cigarettes, or parents
who don’t want to have their children vaccinated
against polio.  If woodturners want to use fractal
burning, they state, then let woodturners assume
the risk,.

Life involves risk/benefit decisions constantly,
and I am probably as much a freedom of choice
advocate as anyone.    If the potential benefit of a
decision outweighs the risk, I may assume  the
risk, especially if the risk does not involve a
severe outcome.   I am not going to wear a face
mask when I am turning a bottle stopper or a
pen, but when turning a piece of wood large
enough to harm me, I will go overboard with
safety measures.

There won’t be many minor accidents with fractal
burning -- your first accident may very well be

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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your last unless you have a defibrillator in your
shop and someone nearby who knows how to
use it.  So, the risk is sudden death.  The benefit
is a pretty burned pattern in a piece of wood.
Think about that.

 I don’t want to participate in a hobby where
a good day is one where you are not killed.
Skydiving, rock climbing, motorcycle racing, and
visiting North Korea or Somalia are NOT on my
bucket list.

 There are rumors of other woodworkers
being killed using this technique but without some
central clearing house for accident reporting,we
just don’t know.   Why the AAW does not assume
an accident recording function is not obvious?
Perhaps AAW does not want to assume even the
slightest responsibility for accidents by adding a
role in reporting mishaps?  Almost certainly the
AAW silence is a legal and liability issue.  Also,
this death did not involve woodturning as

narrowly defined, and newspapers tend to lump
shop accidents together, so the selection criteria
would be complex and difficult to apply.

You can read woodturners’ comments by going to
the Wood Central Woodturners’ Forum beginning
on May 23, 2017. Here is one rumor I uncovered
which rings true with the details provided by a
woodturning forum contributor:

“Yeah, that's the third instance I know of, one a few
months ago was in OH if I remember correctly. The
other I heard, was in a high school shop class with a
commercially made unit, I don't believe that one was
fatal but not sure. There is a serious "gee whiz"
factor associated with the technique that is just
making everyone want to do it. They are calling it
"art" but it seems to me art should involve more than
flipping a switch. No thank you for me.”

No thank you for me, is a good thought to
close on.  Be safe. Think risk/benefit.

Wood Spin cont.

http://www.leevalley.com/us/wood/page.aspx?p=40077&cat=3,42363
http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Dust Collector Problems

By: Ray Tanner

If you have a dust collector with a collec-
tion bag at the bottom and a porous cloth bag at
the top you might like to know there is a gridwork
just at the entry to the fan where the 4 inch hose
connects.  It is there to catch larger wood chips,
pieces of sandpaper or other objects which might
damage the fan blades.  Such objects if caught
at the fan entrance will interfere with airflow thus
reducing the efficiency of dust and chip collec-
tion.  If you notice the upper bag is not firmly in-
flated or the system is not picking up normally
then you may have a jam-up of dust and/or chips
(or other items) in bends in the hose, at the con-
nection between two hoses, or at the entrance to
the dust collector.  Obviously, cleaning the fan
entry port should be done with the dust collector
off.

If you use a large funnel-shaped collector
(see photograph) behind your lathe, put hard-
ware cloth over the funnel entrance to prevent
unwanted items such as overly large chips or
sandpaper from entering the system.  It can be

attached with duct tape or screwed on or held in
place by small spring clamps.

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Club Supported Charities for 2016
Running Total of Turned Items

Free pen kits are available from the
treasurer.  Plenty of kits are avail-
able.  We just got in 150 more kits.

http://www.extension.umn.edu/garden/yard-garden/trees-shrubs/identifying-maple-trees-for-syrup-production-minnesota-maple-series/
http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Instant Gallery Bob Wolfe

Sweet Gum

Osage Orange

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Instant Gallery cont.

Dennis Paullus

Dan Farage

Maple Bowl with Pyro

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Instant Gallery cont.

Jeff Brann

Ambrosia Maple Burl

Walnut

Jerry Haakonson

Red Eucalyptus

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Instant Gallery cont.

Ambrosia Maple

Karl Loeblein

Pecan

Lonnie Epperson

Sweet Gum

Jim Tusant

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Instant Gallery cont.

Mark Maxwell

Ash

Aspen

Osage Orange

Mike Maffitt

Maple Weed Pots on a carrousel

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Instant Gallery cont.

Rick Cannon

Segmented BowlSweet Gum

Skip Wilbur

Ambrosia Maple

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Instant Gallery cont.

Rick Stone

Cherry Verde Finish

Cherry Verde Rust Finish

Oak

White Oak

Verde Finish

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Hey fellow woodturners, it’s time again to
show off some of your art work. The Delta
Fair starts Sept 1 and ends Sept 10. This
is a great opportunity to enter your items
in the craft competition for money (1st –
$7.50, 2nd -$5 and 3rd -$3 with best of
show taking in $25) as well as to show off
your stuff to the community and get the
MSWG name out there.

We are being pushed for time as the
items have to be turned in on Sat Aug 26
(which is our monthly meeting). So how
about this for a deal, take your pieces to
our meeting for “instant gallery” and on
the way home stop off at the Ag center
and drop them off so as to be judged and
viewed.

I just got off the phone with Jan Hamilton
and she has agreed to take your pieces
on that Saturday but you need to email
her info on the pieces and your name so
she can have the tags ready when you
show up. Her email is Jan@Deltafest.com
or 901-867-7121.

There are a number of wood categories
ie: Bowl Turing, Carving, Pen Turning,
Scroll Saw Design and Spindle Turning
and a lot of sub-categories as well so if
you have about 10 pieces I’m sure they
can fit them in various categories.
For more info go to :

http://d2w7gersd1ix5b.cloudfront.net/files.
ashx?t=fg&rid=DeltaFest&f=2017_Delta_
Book.pdf

Delta Fair
From: Skip Wilbur

http://www.deltafest.com/
http://d2w7gersd1ix5b.cloudfront.net/files.ashx?t=fg&rid=DeltaFest&f=2017_Delta_Book.pdf
http://d2w7gersd1ix5b.cloudfront.net/files.ashx?t=fg&rid=DeltaFest&f=2017_Delta_Book.pdf
http://d2w7gersd1ix5b.cloudfront.net/files.ashx?t=fg&rid=DeltaFest&f=2017_Delta_Book.pdf
http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Upcoming Events 2017
Please look at the dates carefully.  The Board of Directors voted to move several meeting dates this
year away from the normal 4th Saturday in order to avoid conflicts with other meetings, craft fairs,
holidays, etc.

August 26   Various club members - Finishing and Finishing the Finish
● John Jordan Finish - Dennis Paullus

● Verde Finishes - Rick Stone

● Make your own “Triple E” Polish - Bob Wolfe

● Finish the Finish - Mike Maffitt

September 23 Graeme Priddle and Melissa Engler - Vessels of the Pacific
September 24  Graeme Priddle and Melissa Engler hands-on embellishment workshop #1

September 25  Graeme Priddle and Melissa Engler hands-on embellishment workshop #2

October 13-15 Pink Palace fund raiser - Mike Maffit Chairman

October 28 Annual Oktoberfest  (Skip Wilbur, Joseph Voda demos)

   New Board members nominated

November 25 Sam Dawson - Stabilizing Wood for Turning

   Annual Christmas Ornament Contest ($50 first place, $25 second place
   (Must have at least 10 entries for monetary rewards to be awarded.)

December 16 Annual Christmas Party and Auction  Note: We will be moving the start time
back by one hour this year.  Setup at 09:00, meeting start 10:00

Note: Oktoberfest has been moved back one week to the fourth Saturday of
the month.

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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All members of MSWG are invited to contact the following mentors to learn a new technique, improve
their turning skills or turn something different. Mentors are volunteers and do not charge.

Contact information is on our website under Members Only and the Roster. Sessions should last no longer
than 3 hours and be scheduled at the convenience of the mentor.

Benson, Joel   Wood Selection, Turning Green Wood, McNaughton Coring, Chain Saw Sharpening/
   Maintenance, Chain Saw Use/Safety

Cannon, Rick   Segmented Bowls

Hosier, Jerry   Basic Stone and Wire Inlay, Woodturning Basics (Beads & Coves), Use of Spindle &
   Bowl Gouges

Maffitt, Mike   Bowls, Platters and Native American Flutes

Manley, Emmett  Basic Woodturning, Small Bowls, Tool Handles, Hand Mirrors, Stick Pens, Eggs, Wine
   Bottles, Miniature Birdhouses, many other small items

Pillow, Wright   Inlaying: Marketry, Inlace, Epoxy

Sefton, Larry   Milk Paint, Make Your Own Pyrography Unit, Hollow Forms

Stone, Rick   Finials, Bowls (incl. Natural Rim), Boxes, Spindles, Carving, Finishes, Pyrography,
   Making Tools, Turning Tool Basics (incl. Sharpening)

Tusant, Jim   Bowls, Hollow Forms, Pyrography, Carving, Dyeing, Tool Use

Voda, Joseph   Spindle Turning (e.g. Ornaments)

Wilbur, Skip   Bowls, Hollow Forms, Goblets, Finials

Mentor Program

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Sponsors and Suppliers

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org






TYPE-B PNEUMATIC CARVING
TOOL

These are the two I use.

◦ Trowandholden.com/
◦ TROW & HOLDEN INC.

45 South Main St.
Barre, VT 05641

Larry Sefton Handouts from 7/22/17



● V – cuts - 70 Degree V Gouge Woodcarving Tool -
http://www.woodcarverssupply.com/

● Flutes - PFEIL "Swiss Made" 13mm #8 Sweep Gouge
● Carving stand – design drawing can be found on Al

Stirt’s website http://alstirt.com/
● Indexing wheel - http://www.flutemasters.com/
● Carving chuck holder - Trent Bosch

http://trentbosch.com/
● GolfWorks Double Sided Grip Tape - 2-Inch x 36-Foot

– http://www.golfgalaxy.com/
● Turners Select Candle Cup Kit - 4 Pack Part#

1044450001- https://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/

Larry Sefton Handouts from 7/22/17


