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This newsletter is primarily a retrospective of last months’s Oktoberfest meet-
ing.  One of the most fun activities was the 20 minute contest during which
contestants had 20 minutes to turn anything they wanted.  Below is a collage
of the results.
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Good morning my fellow Woodturners. What
a great Oktoberest we had this year, So much to
see and do. I have not been to our annual
Oktoberfest in some time because of conflicting
art shows that I have been involved in. This year
I was able to come and it was a great time. The
main theme of this year's event was all about the
three charities that the Mid-South Woodturners
support. These charities are the Memphis Empty
bowl Project, Beads of Courage and Pens for
Troops. All worthy charities that benefit our local
community and also our men and woman of our
Military. We, as a club, do not expect all of our
members to participate in in every charity, but
there are plenty of choices for those members
that do choose to participate in their favorite
charity.
 There was a demonstration on green
wood turning for making twice turned Empty
Bowls and also the same techniques were used
to make twice turned Beads of Courage Boxes
too. There were two different demonstrations on
making segmented Beads of Courage Boxes
using similar but different techniques. There was
a pen making demonstration showing us how to
create pens on the lathe. There was also a
demonstration on turning and threading a small
Acorn box. There was even a 20-minute turning
contest. This was a wonderful event for turning
demonstrations, so much information available
and all you had to do to enjoy it was to show up.
 I have not even mentioned the food that
we had yet. There was a chili  contest that was

President’s
Corner

really, really good. We had
hamburgers, hot dogs and pulled pork
sandwiches too. Thanks to all the members who
brought desserts. There was an entire table full
of desserts.
 I personally had a really good time and
want to thank all of you that participated in
putting on this event. I would really like to hear
from the membership about their experiences
and thoughts of this year's Oktoberfest, if you
have any thoughts or comments please email
me and I will bring them to our next meeting.
 Speaking of our next meeting, I hope you
will come to our November meeting on the 26th
and see the techniques Tom Brouillette will show
us on  interesting designs on turned wood bowls.
Do not forget this is our annual ornament contest
also. Bring an ornament to enter to win prizes
and glory. The best 1st and 2nd ornaments
voted on by the membership present wins.
 The year is coming to an end, but there is
still our December meeting coming which is our
annual Christmas party as well. More about that
at our November meeting. We will have sign up
sheets for those of you
that want to bring a
favorite dish and or a
desert.
See you all soon, so
come early and leave
late.

By:
Dennis Paullus

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Wood Spin

The Forgotten Faceplate

By:Emmett Manley

Some years ago, your new lathe arrived
and that was one exciting day.  In addition to the
lathe, standard equipment included a live center,
tool rest, knock out bar, faceplate, and perhaps
other items.  Most of these accessories you use
on a regular basis, but what about the face-
plate?  Where is your faceplate? When was the
last time you used it? Did you attach the face-
plate to a wooden sandpaper-coated disk to
serve as a heavy duty sanding tool? Or, is it now
a paper weight?

 With the possible exception of the wire
safety shield, no other supplied lathe accessory
receives less use than the once mighty faceplate.
When the four jaw scroll chuck became available
to woodturners, the faceplate was quickly consid-
ered obsolete.  Anyone who continued to use
faceplates was hopelessly outdated, too poor to
be a woodturner, or just plain stupid. The four
jaw scroll chuck changed the woodturning world
almost overnight and the older woodturners
among us represent the last generation to learn
woodturning without convenient four jaw chucks.

 However, a case can be made for the use
of faceplates, beginning with the cost consider-

ations.  A scroll chuck with a set of jaws can be
well over $200 and these chucks are addictive;
one is great but three or four are really conve-
nient as you don't have to change jaws. Many
woodturners have about as much money tied up
in scroll chucks as in their lathe.  On the other
hand,  a three inch faceplate and a couple dozen
sturdy screws may be purchased for $25 or less
and even top of the line faceplates won't cost
more than $50.

 Cost, then, is one advantage of using
faceplates rather than scroll chucks,  but we
know that money means nothing to a woodturner
with tool fever.  A stronger faceplate case can be
made on the basis of safety.  A large piece of
wood, an unstable blank, or a situation where
tailstock support cannot be
used (think deep hollowing)
screams for the use of a
faceplate.  Some woodturn-
ers complain about the extra
time required to attach the
plate to the wood but those
few extra minutes are much
less than the time required to
drive to an emergency room.

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Wood Spin cont.
Another point -- use all the screw holes, if your
faceplate has six holes, place six screws, not
four.

 Actually, if you have a drill set up with
screws nearby, the attachment of a faceplate is
a quick process.  Several years ago, I took a
bowl turning class taught by Bill Grumbine, a
production bowl turner, and a woodturner who
ALWAYS uses a faceplate.  He had two drills
set up -- one with a drill bit for pilot holes and
the other with a driver bit.  A box of thick steel
screws and a center finder (clear plastic with
circles) completed his faceplate station and he
could attach a plate in less than a minute.  With
the security of a faceplate, he could run his
lathe faster and thus turn the outside of his
bowl more quickly.  More importantly, he stated
that he had NEVER had a blank come off the
lathe.

 Some woodturners like to use a two or
four spur drive center  so that they can easily

make alignment adjustments as they begin the
shaping of their blank.  With experience this
can be a useful technique and with minimal
hazards, but a blank only has to fly off of a lathe
once to do major bodily damage. Grumbine
prefers to do his wood shaping before placing
the blank on the lathe.  In addition, any out of
balance wood will be turned away during the
initial bowl shaping so this is not an issue un-
less one is trying to retain some wood feature
or match the natural edges.

 Faceplates is the subject of this column
so we will not explore other alternatives to
mounting wood as screw chucks and glue
blocks, which have their place especially with
smaller pieces of wood.  Something of interest I
did learn while researching this topic -- a num-
ber of woodturners slap double sided tape on a
faceplate and attach wood directly to the face-
plate.  This screw-less procedure may include a
step to compress the wood against the tape for
10 minutes or so to strengthen the bond, espe-
cially when using large blanks.  Proponents of
this unusual faceplate chucking method state
that this is a safe and quick approach even for
sizable blanks. I have had zero experience with
this technique but I plan to experiment a bit with
small wood items so attached.

 Some takeaway points. First, faceplates
are not just for sissies, safety is of paramount
importance especially when turning large or
asymmetrical pieces of wood.  Second, when
using faceplates be sure to employ sturdy steel
screws, with screw diameter being more impor-
tant than length. Third, recognize that even a
faceplate will not provide 100% protection
against the disintegration of a blank containing
major voids or flaws.

Turn safe.

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Club Supported Charities for 2016
Running Total of Turned Items

Beads of Courage:

No updates this month

Empty Bowls

No updates this month

Pens for Troops

No updates this month

http://www.extension.umn.edu/garden/yard-garden/trees-shrubs/identifying-maple-trees-for-syrup-production-minnesota-maple-series/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Sh9qsO3_F4B_9TlWe91rSJZWSjJzGzSJtPAUzOTTX73Xy2o2wrflU6guLNKCsp-0a6xyWC_SjogQ2IUmZ1CW0NPNvq6opWIooIIZ2tQKSESP0x4ISESFyQgAx1IyydfzlN8NBdGvrz7xOe0PlWh1bRbtdGBCG1IQvZOZPZ1u-pVwOEPDZiqdPQ==&c=NcZuy4C1HbqMJ7RDvtFWuNHtdJss898Hw2auyNwtCir2f8ElxAPn5w==&ch=-HcE3m3g0mPYVsO2Rgv9whtcmAIDKkierVwb3_4gJQXpdqMRh-R6-Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Sh9qsO3_F4B_9TlWe91rSJZWSjJzGzSJtPAUzOTTX73Xy2o2wrflU6guLNKCsp-0a6xyWC_SjogQ2IUmZ1CW0NPNvq6opWIooIIZ2tQKSESP0x4ISESFyQgAx1IyydfzlN8NBdGvrz7xOe0PlWh1bRbtdGBCG1IQvZOZPZ1u-pVwOEPDZiqdPQ==&c=NcZuy4C1HbqMJ7RDvtFWuNHtdJss898Hw2auyNwtCir2f8ElxAPn5w==&ch=-HcE3m3g0mPYVsO2Rgv9whtcmAIDKkierVwb3_4gJQXpdqMRh-R6-Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Sh9qsO3_F4B_9TlWe91rSJZWSjJzGzSJtPAUzOTTX73Xy2o2wrflU6guLNKCsp-0a6xyWC_SjogQ2IUmZ1CW0NPNvq6opWIooIIZ2tQKSESP0x4ISESFyQgAx1IyydfzlN8NBdGvrz7xOe0PlWh1bRbtdGBCG1IQvZOZPZ1u-pVwOEPDZiqdPQ==&c=NcZuy4C1HbqMJ7RDvtFWuNHtdJss898Hw2auyNwtCir2f8ElxAPn5w==&ch=-HcE3m3g0mPYVsO2Rgv9whtcmAIDKkierVwb3_4gJQXpdqMRh-R6-Q==
http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Thanks for the opportunity to comment on
the Mid South Woodturner’s Oktoberfest we en-
joyed at the end of October. What a great way to
lead into the fall months with a full day of friends,
family, wood and food, all of which are in my top
10 list!

The day began with doughnuts and coffee
and some good catch up time with a few friends.
After the business meeting we were entertained
by Dennis Paullus as he demonstrated taking a
log and showing the steps to convert it into a

bowl. If you showed up not knowing how to con-
vert wood, this was a great demo for you to see.

There were quite a few people who partici-
pated in the 20 minute turning challenge and I
know Rick Stone turned about 8 items before his
time was up and you can imagine the tension
turning with 20 people watching your every
move. Great job to all who participated.

Bob Wolfe demonstrated his version of
segmenting and setting up blanks for the Beads
of Courage boxes and Dennis Lissau added a
nice portion about staved construction that he
has been utilizing for his Beads boxes. Both pro-
cesses allow you to use kiln dried material and
assemble a box in a fraction of the time it would
take to twice turn something. A nice skill to keep
on hand if you need to turn an item quickly.

2016 Oktoberfest in Review
By: Mike Maffitt

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Larry Sefton also demonstrated his version
of a segmented Beads of Courage box and even
has an online Youtube version of his demo. It can
be found at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ypaO-sX324Y

Joel Benson demonstrated threading with the
Baxter Threading Jig and showed how he makes
many lids and then fits the boxes to the lids. Very
handy for a production run!

Lunch was quite a smorgasbord of food.
We had 8 versions of chili which we were asked
to taste and vote on. I must confess I only tasted
3 of the chilis and I don't know how anyone was
able to taste all 8 and still have room for pulled
pork sandwiches, hamburgers and hot dogs and
dessert. I did see many people try. Thanks to all

the people who provided the dishes and the won-
derful desserts. The meal was fantastic!

Ladies and gentlemen, if you have any
better way to spend a nice fall day, I would like to
see it. I believe with the tool sale, the tool sharp-
ening station and all the demonstrators and dem-
onstrations that we had going on, something had
to have caught your interest. Thank you to Larry
Cutliff and Bob Wolfe who brought this event to
life and everyone who participated. I look forward
to next year’s event and the fun that it will bring.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ypaO-sX324Y
http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Oktoberfest Pictures
The picture mash up  on the following pages was made possible by the efforts of the dueling
cameras of Richard Hiller and Bob Wolfe.

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Oktoberfest Pictures

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Oktoberfest Pictures

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Oktoberfest Pictures

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Oktoberfest Pictures

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Oktoberfest Pictures

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Oktoberfest Pictures

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Oktoberfest Pictures

We were all looking for a place to lay
back and relax after the fantastic food.
Larry Sefton beat me to this chair.

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Upcoming Events 2016

November 26   Tom Brouillette - “Lightning Pyrography”

   President’s Challenge turn in date - Christmas Ornaments

December 17  Christmas Party

   Annual Club auction

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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All members of MSWG are invited to contact the following mentors to learn a new technique, improve
their turning skills or turn something different. Mentors are volunteers and do not charge.

Contact information is on our website under Members Only and the Roster. Sessions should last no longer
than 3 hours and be scheduled at the convenience of the mentor.

Benson, Joel   Wood Selection, Turning Green Wood, McNaughton Coring, Chain Saw Sharpening/
   Maintenance, Chain Saw Use/Safety

Cannon, Rick   Segmented Bowls

Hosier, Jerry   Basic Stone and Wire Inlay, Woodturning Basics (Beads & Coves), Use of Spindle &
   Bowl Gouges

Maffitt, Mike   Bowls, Platters and Native American Flutes

Manley, Emmett  Basic Woodturning, Small Bowls, Tool Handles, Hand Mirrors, Stick Pens, Eggs, Wine
   Bottles, Miniature Birdhouses, many other small items

Paullus, Dennis  Tool Use, Turning Safety, Hollow Vessels, Bowls, Boxes (Friction Fit or Threaded),
   Spindle Turning

Pillow, Wright   Inlaying: Marketry, Inlace, Epoxy

Sefton, Larry   Milk Paint, Make Your Own Pyrography Unit, Hollow Forms

Stone, Rick   Finials, Bowls (incl. Natural Rim), Boxes, Spindles, Carving, Finishes, Pyrography,
   Making Tools, Turning Tool Basics (incl. Sharpening)

Tusant, Jim   Bowls, Hollow Forms, Pyrography, Carving, Dyeing, Tool Use

Voda, Joseph   Spindle Turning (e.g. Ornaments)

Wilbur, Skip   Bowls, Hollow Forms, Goblets, Finials

Mentor Program

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org
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Sponsors and Suppliers

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org

