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! My name is Andy Woodard. Skip Wilbur 
asked me to provide a program for your meeting . 
Since I am no photographer , I have chosen 
turned long stem goblets.

! Turning goblets combines the processes 
of spindle and bowl work. No exotic tools are 
required -  just basic technique , a steady hand 
and some imagination. I hope that you will leave 
with at least one "gem" that makes your shop 
time more pleasurable .

! Throughout my fifteen year wood turning 
experience I have been surrounded by wonderful 

"turners" who were willing to share their 
expertise.My favorite forums are the local clubs I 
regularly attend here in Columbia and nearby 
Nashville.,Tennessee

! So, to extend the tradition I will share with 
you what knowledge I've been able to gain at 
Arrowmont , John C. Campbell Folk School and 
the regional and national symposia I have had 
the good fortune to attend . I appreciate this 
honor and privilege.

! -- Andy Woodard

The Mid-South Woodturners Welcomes:
ANDY WOODARD

TURNING GOBLETS
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! Wood here, wood there, 
wood everywhere and much of it 
carefully catalogued in a ring 
binder listing the variety, 
quantity, condition, source, and 
sizes in Swann Parksʼ shop.  A 
wood worker most of his life, he 
has been an active turner for 25 
years.  Some of his wood is 
stored overhead in his shop 
(ceiling is partly open), some is 
in floor-to-ceiling shelving in one 
end of his shop, and the 
remainder is in an attached 
shed with a separate entrance.  
Like most of us, he also has an 
odd pile on the floor.  Almost all 
of his wood is ʻfoundʼ wood or 
was obtained at minimal cost 

from his own or neighborsʼ 
downed trees.  Some of the 
rarer types are from MSWG 
Raffles.  Swann often includes 
other materials, e.g. Corian, 
antler and inlays of pigmented 
polymer in his turnings.  His 
final finish for Corian is with fine 
steel wool (gloves required).  
!
! Swannʼs hollow forms 
are made in two sections (like 
separate bowls) then glued 
together, often with a friction 
burned groove at the joint.  One 
of his unique tools is an electric 
shoe polisher which has large, 
soft, cotton buffing wheels.  His 

shop inlcudes two Delta lathes, 
a full size floor model and a 
midi, which are positioned 
opposite one another with 
turning tools in racks accessible 
to both.  It is well equipped with 
saws, planer, jointer, sanders, 
etc. and his self-built wall and 
tool base cabinets.

!
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! One cabinet in Swannʼs 
shop holds a collection of 
antique hand tools, acquired 
mostly from family and friends.  

Included are several router 
planes and a few unusual tools 
(tobacco knives and a calf 
castration device).  In his home 
office he has a full wall of 
shelving displaying his wide 
variety of turned items (bowls, 
potpourri holders, scoops, 
gavels, platters, rolling pins, 
butter molds, etc.).  He has 

additional fine pieces on 
display throughout his home 
and has given many others to 
family and friends.  Evidence of 
his close attention at MSWG 
demonstrations is obvious in 
the variety of objects, 
decorative techniques and 
forms heʼs recently produced.

Swann, a retired 
mechanical engineer, managed 
the Lucite 
(polymethylmethacrylate) 
Sheeting plant for DuPont in 
Woodstock, TN for a number of 
years.  He often mentions 
Dana Curtis when discussing 
his own work and has a home-
made dust collection system 
patterned after Danaʼs.

THE  MID-SOUTH  WOODTURNER’S  GUILD	
 JANUARY 2011

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.woodturner.org/


http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com/ 5 http://www.woodturner.org/

! Probably the first 
embellishment most 
woodturners learn to make is 
the burn line, or, as the British 
prefer, a scorch mark.  In just a 
few seconds this magic line 
appears on your woodturning, 
and always perfectly at right 
angles to the spinning wood..  
The curling smoke is 
impressive and reminds the 
woodturner that he is controlling 
powerful forces. I am convinced 
that the impressive first burn 
line is the moment which 
addicts many people to 
woodturning.

! This fascination with 
burn lines carrys over to the 
woodturning customer -- given 
a choice, the public usually 
reaches for the item with burn 
lines.  I once took custom 
orders for 25 mortars and every  
person checked the “burn lines” 
option, especially since there 
was no extra charge. 

! The beginner goes 
crazy making burn lines, not 
realizing that these decorations 
need to be used sparingly and 
always for a reason.  My usual 
reason for including burn lines 
is because I believe that a 

particular piece of wood would 
benefit from such a line -- that 
the wood is plain and needs 
help.  I will now divulge another 
woodturnerʼs secret -- burn 
lines can be used to hide some 
defect in either the wood or the 
woodturnerʼs skill.  If you have 
a torn place or a tool mark that 
just wonʼt go away, it may be 
possible to hide it under a burn 
line, or have the burn line lead 
the viewer's eye elsewhere.

! Burn lines are usually 
established by holding a wire 
against spinning wood and 
within a small groove cut by a 
skew, parting tool, or some 
other sharp point.  A parting tool 
turned on its side provides the 
most stable platform for making 
the wire guide groove.  The 
width of the burn line is 
determined by the width of the 
wire selected and how long the 
wire is allowed to burn.  
Following the burning process, 
the burned grooves can be 
cleaned via a wire brush, folded 
sandpaper, or  even the wire 
itself.  Burn lines can also be 
made by holding a piece of 
hard wood against the spinning 
wood, a technique which can 
product some beautiful bowl 
rims..  If taking this route, 
realize that both woods are 
important.  Some woods burn 

(cont. on next page.)
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easily, as sweet gum; whereas, 
others do not.  Some woods 
burn other woods, some do not.  
Cocobolo has a reputation as a 
good burn line wood but my 
results have been mixed.  

! A few important 
reminders about safety -- since 
you are reaching across the 
lathe and near the spinning 
wood, keep your sleeves out of 
the way.  Keep the wire taut, 
never letting loose wire sag 
down onto the chuck where the 
wire could get caught in a 
protruding jaw.  Never wrap the 
wire around your fingers. The 
use of balls as wire handles is 
recommended so that the wire 
will be jerked out of your hand 
in the event of a mishap.

! One of the unwritten 
rules of woodturning is that the 
number of burn lines should 
always be odd -- 1, 3, 5 being 
most commonly used.  There is 
a belief that even numbers of 
burn lines are not as pleasing to 
the eye, and I have to admit 
that I tend to agree although 
there is no logical reason that I 
should.  The odd numbers rule 
extends into other aspects of 
woodturning, as Nick Cook 
always makes five grooves in 
his honey dippers because he 
says three are not enough, 
seven are too many, and you 
canʼt use even numbers.

! Here is another 
woodturnersʼ secret.  How to 
properly space your burn lines.  
If making a three line cluster of 
burn lines, the spacing of the 
first two guide cuts are not that 
critical, but that third line better 
be spaced properly or that is all 
you can see.  The trick is to 

make the two outside marks 
first, then split the two with your 
third cut.  If you are really 
compulsive about the process, 
use pencil marks before the 
parting tool point, and then 
apply the wire.

! Wire holders can be 
purchased or easily made in the 
shop.  I once took a course 
under a well known woodturner 
who made his burn lines with a 
spool of wire in one hand and a 
pair of pliers in the other hand.  
That crude apparatus did not 
match the turners reputation or 
the beautiful items he was 
producing.

! I prefer to make my own 
wire burners and I do so from 
30 pound test steel fishing 
leaders -- at Wal Mart a pack of 
six leaders is less than $2 and 
available in three lengths;  6”, 
9” and 12”, with 9” ideal for my 
use.

! Fabrication of these wire 
burners is obvious by referring 
to the accompanying 
photographs.  Use small, but 
substantial, screw eyes, and 
one screw eye will have to be 
pried open then closed around 
the swivel end of the wire 
fishing leader -- since the 
fishing leader has a snap at the 
other end only one screw eye 
has to be opened  You can turn 
wooden handles, or purchase 
little wooden balls at Hobby 
Lobby, or, my favorite -- use 
golf balls. Surprisingly, the 
tough rubber holds the screw 
eyes firmly, the balls fit the 
hand nicely, and the swivel 

keeps the wire from twisting, 
which can be a problem with 
other wire burners.

! The coating on the wire 
fishing leader will quickly burn 
off, but the wire is strong and 
will last a long time. Happy 
burning!

Wire Leader wood burners
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! First let me introduce 
myself, Iʼm Skip Wilbur. Iʼve 
always been an amateur wood 
worker (flat and square), had 
some extra space in my shop 
so I purchased a lathe about 4 
years ago. Did I say I had extra 
space in my shop? No longer, 
as every flat surface is covered 
with “stuff” as well as many 
piles of wood scattered about, 
that Iʼll get around to using 
some day. Like all wood 
turners, Iʼve become a collector 
as well and may be a 
candidate for the reality show 
“Intervention”. The episode 
would be described as : “Skip 
was raised in a normal family 
but is now a wood addict. He is 
affiliated with a gang (MSWG) 
that abuses wood. He 
continues to engage in wild 
wood related events and his 
close-knit gang is enabling his 
habit. Skip needs an 
intervention to break this cycle 
of wood collection and abuse”. 
Now that is an episode I will 
watch.

! The BOD elected me to 
represent MSWG and I will to 
the best of my ability, however I 
need your help. I will continue, 

as in the past, by placing 
emphasis on education, 
exposure and fun. What a 
wonderful club we have as 
members come from many 
different backgrounds and 
experience levels. Having said 
that, I strongly encourage 
participating in the monthly 
instant gallery and presidents 
challenge, as everyone will 
benefit. Entry level turners will 
benefit by a more experienced 
turners critique and more 
experienced turners will benefit 
by perhaps incorporating a new  
design idea or enhancement 
into their next project.  Donʼt be 
afraid to have your piece 
critiqued, eat some humble pie 
(Iʼve had a lot of slices in my 
life), no one will think anything 
less of you if your piece is not 
up to museum quality.  We are 
here to share in this learning 
experience. I guarantee that by  
doing this, this time next year 
we will all say that our turning 
skills have been improved.

! Speaking of the BOD, 
our outgoing president Bob 
Speier has stepped aside and 
taken the position of treasurer 
and what a wonderful job he 

has done. Keith Burns and 
Matt Garner have left the BOD. 
Please take the opportunity 
and personally thank them for 
their involvement. We also 
welcome two new members to 
the board, Ray Tanner and Tate 
Thomas and look forward to 
working with them.

! One of the true 
enjoyments I have experienced 
since becoming smitten by this 
wood turning obsession has 
been the learning experience. 
Top turners from this club as 
well as world recognized 
names performed club demoʼs, 
demoʼd at symposiums,  
developed woodturning DVDʼs, 
taught at craft schools, and 
shared their talents, techniques 
and sources with all who were 
interested to learn. Can you 
name another craft or art 
where the instructor / 
demonstrator has shared that 
type of information?

! During our journey we 
will continue to learn 
techniques, mechanical skills 
and the essentials  that are 
necessary in order to shape a 
piece of wood for our creation. 
I also want to encourage you to 
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ratchet up your creativity. You 
already possess  creativity, you 
just have to believe there is an 
artist in you. Inspiration for this 
is sometimes obtained from 
other peoples turnings (ie: 
instant gallery and presidents 
challenge), CDʼs, books, art 
galleries and your surroundings.  
Pablo Picasso said, “Every child 
is an artist. The problem is how 
to remain an artist once we 
grow up”.

! Symposiums are 
absolutely a wonderful 
experience to socialize and 
learn from top level turners. We 
have this month, January 28 & 
29 just up the road in Nashville, 
the TAW annual symposium 
(http:tnwoodturners.org). This is 
a great opportunity and within 
reasonable driving range to see 
four world class turners:  
Stewart Batty, Bill Grumbine, 
Michael Macho, and Molly 
Winton over a two day event. 
We have a number of people 
from our club going and would 
love to see you there.

THE  MID-SOUTH  WOODTURNER’S  GUILD	
 JANUARY 2011

President 
SKIP WILBUR

1st V.P. 
KEN WALLS

2nd V.P. 
JOEL BENSON

Secretary
LONNIE EPPERSON /

RAY TANNER

Treasurer
BOB SPEIER

Librarian
TATE THOMAS

Members at Large 
MIKE MAFFITT

Webmaster
MIKE MAFFITT

Newsletter Editor
MIKE MAFFITT

THE WOODWORK SHOP, INC.
8500 Wolf Lake Dr. #101
Bartlett, TN 38133
901-755-7355
www.thewoodworkshopinc.com

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
CONTINUED

LOCAL SUPPLIERS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
FOR 2011

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.woodturner.org/
http:tnwoodturners.org
http:tnwoodturners.org
http://www.thewoodworkshopinc.com
http://www.thewoodworkshopinc.com


http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com/ 9 http://www.woodturner.org/

THE  MID-SOUTH  WOODTURNER’S  GUILD	
 JANUARY 2011

Fellow MSWG turners,

! My intention is not to 
overrun you with useless 
correspondence, however 
because of a time constraint I 
thought it necessary to provide 
you with this information. As 
you know AAW is holding their 
national symposium in June in 
St. Paul Mn. This is a very 
special symposium as it's their 
25th and one of the events that 
will be judged will be a 
collaborative piece (not to be 
confused with the larger 
collaborative piece in process).

! This piece can be either 
a collaborative effort or a 
chapter juried selection from a 
members work. Your BOD has 
decided that it will be an 
individual piece and voted on 
by members in our club as to 
which piece will best represent 
MSWG. Having given you the 
background, we don't have 
much time. The deadline is Feb 
28. That gives us about 7 
weeks. Our Feb club meeting is 
Feb 26 at which time your 
piece will be due so club 
members can vote on their 
favorite piece to represent 
MSWG.

! AAW would like a piece 
from every club represented at 
their symposium so lets get on 
with it and turn something. I 
plan on it, how about you? 

                                                                                                            
Skip Wilbur

! The chapter can choose 
its own process for selecting a 
piece for the show, whether it is 
a collaborative effort or a 
chapter- juried selection from 
member work. A collaborative 
piece or an assemblage of 
multiple smaller pieces is 
welcome as long as the weight 
and size limits below are met.

Guidelines (revised 9/24/2010):

• One entry per AAW 
Local Chapter

• Dimensions must be 8” 
x 8” x 8” or less

• Work must require no 
assembly to display

• Weight limit is 3 pounds
• Entry fee is $40. After 

you click on the 
"submit" button (bottom 
of this page), you will be 
redirected to the fee 
payment page

• Entry deadline is 
February 28, 2011

• All entered work must 
be for sale

• The artist/chapter 
receives 70% of the 
sale price, the AAW 
30%

• Work must stay with the 
exhibit, and will be sent 
to the buyer or returned 
to the contact person 
listed on the entry form 
after the Symposium 
and any subsequent 
traveling venues

• Photo submission – Up 
to three digital images 
may be provided 
through the form below. 
Include at least one 
overall view. Uploaded 

images should be jpg or 
jpeg format, high 
resolution (300dpi), up 
to 2,000kb in file size, 
and 7” on the largest 
dimension. File name: 
please use your local 
chapter name. (e.g. 
minnesotawoodturners1
.jpg, 
minnesotawoodturners2
.jpg)

• You will receive an 
email confirmation, 
acknowledging receipt 
of your entry

• Entries fees help to 
defray the exhibition 
and return shipping 
costs. Each 
participating chapter will 
receive a 
complimentary full-color 
exhibition catalog. 
Turning 25 will be 
displayed in a 
prominent area at the 
symposium and each 
participating chapter will 
be clearly recognized 
for their contribution.

With over 325 AAW chapters, 
this exhibition will be quite 
large, very unique, and a 
powerful display of the skills 
and talent in our chapters. It 
would be awesome to see all 
chapters represented. Any 
questions should be addressed 
to Warren Carpenter, 
Exhibitions Committee Chair.

INDIVIDUAL CHAPTER
REPRESENTATION PIECESTURNING 25
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! Rude Osolnik (March 4, 1915 - 
November 18, 2001), was born in Dawson, 
New Mexico, and lived in Berea, Kentucky, 
where for forty years he taught in the 
Industrial Arts Department at Berea College. 
He received an undergraduate degree and an 
MFA from Bradley University in Peoria, 
Illinois. Considered to be one of the fathers of 
contemporary woodturning in America, Rude 
Osolnik is something of a folk hero. A 
composer on the lathe, he first wedded 

classical form and proportion to modern 
simplicity. In doing so, he updated a long-
practiced craft. His simple hourglass 
candlesticks earned him the Award of Good 
Design from the Furniture Association of 
America in 1955. In the 1960ʼs he began 
working with plywood to make bowls, and 
experimenting with natural edge bowls and 
green wood turnings.

! Osolnik was widely admired as one of 
the finest woodturners and educators in 
America. His workshops and seminars were 
in demand around the world. Eleanor 
Roosevelt chose one of his vessels as a 
wedding gift from the U.S. Government for 
Queen Elizabeth. Joan Mondale chose some 
of his work to be displayed in the White 
House Celebration of Christmas.

! Mr. Osolnik, who described himself as 
“an old mountain boy” reminisced about the 
influence of a high school teacher, who 
stressed the importance of form, color, shape 
and texture.

! “In eighth grade, I had this wonderful 
teacher, and I think all of my concepts of 
turning came from him, because he was the 
one who taught me about using the natural 
edge, using the form, and using the wood and 
not to be concerned about voids or defects, 
and to use those as part of your design.”

(cont. on next page.)(cont. on next page.)
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! “I was from a very poor family and 
wasnʼt able to buy expensive woods so I 
started to use waste woods, woods that were 
thrown away at the mill, what I called “spurs”. 
I would take those and flatten one side so I 
could mount them on the lathe. I got 
interesting shapes that were elliptical with one 
side higher than the other.”

! “I made the first natural edge bowl that 
was ever turned. Because they used to think 
that they had to have that off, and I would 
leave the natural edge on there.”

! Rude held most of his workshops at his 
home shop, a site he affectionately called 
“Poverty Ridge.” He preferred to hold classes 
in his own shop where he had enough lathes, 
wood and inspiration to stimulate even the 
most timid student.

! “Thatʼs a story I would tell. I said, “I live 
on Poverty Ridge, and the further out you get, 
the poorer they get.”

! A friend said, “Sometimes he had six, 
eight or ten men and women out in the shop 
on the weekend, Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
working the whole weekend. People would 
come from all over the world to see Rude, 
because he was an internationally known 
woodturner.”

! “That was the first thing we would do, 
have a grinding session, showing them how to 
grind a tool, how to get a nice cutting edge 
and change the angle so that you can do 
shallow curves or deep curves. I showed 
them how important it was to do that well 
before you start sanding, because if you tore 
it up, then you had to spend a lot of time 
sanding. If you got a nice, clean cut and your 
wood came off in shavings, then you can go 
ahead and sand it, and you donʼt have to 
spend all that time trying to get the surface 
ready.”

! Asked what advice would you give to a 
beginning turner he responded, “Stand in front 
of the lathe until you get to the point where 
the tool and the wood are like one piece, and 
study the classic forms.”

! And what do we say to the youngsters 
in our field, or to anyone who missed the 
opportunity to share just a wee bit of personal 
space with this wonderful man? Honesty and 
integrity first come to mind, in life and in oneʼs 
work, for that is surely something we can pass 
on to the next generation. A solid work ethic 
that evolved from many long, wonderful 
hours, years, spent doing what he did best. It 
was what he believed in, what he had to do, 
that he learned to love to do - to keep the fires 
burning, especially the internal fires. The lathe 
was something Rude was good at, but his 
relationships with people were what provided 
the passion that kept him going. I am very 
proud to have been a part of this manʼs life.
-- David Ellsworth

! “I love people, I love to share. To 
receive, you have to give; you canʼt take all 
the time. And if you give, youʼll receive more 
in the long run. And I tell that to my students. I 
said, “You canʼt always be receiving, youʼve 
got to get to the point where youʼre giving.”
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•January 15th

•Dennis Paullus: “Lidded Boxes” The Woodwork Shop 10:30 a.m.

•January 22nd

•January General meeting - Demo by Andy Woodard.

•January 28th & 29th

•TAW Symposium in Nashville, TN.

•February 26th

•February General meeting - Demo by Dale Larson.

•Individual Collaboration pieces due.

•March 26th

•February General meeting - Demo by Mark Cothren.

2011
UPCOMING DEMONSTRATIONS 

& EVENTS
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! This has been a year of growth and 
change for the AAW. We have increased the 
number of issues of American Woodturner to six 
per year. All past issues (25 years' worth!) are 
now accessible and searchable online. AAW has 
gone green with a new online membership.
Some changes in our lives are positive; some 
are not. We can tolerate change, reject change, 
or embrace change. The one thing we can be 
sure of is that in the future there will be more 
change, and the pace of it will accelerate.
 
! A change occurred for me in June when I 
was asked to join the AAW Board. My six 
months' interim term is nearly ended, and I will 
cede my seat to one of the two very well 
qualified, newly elected members. It has been a 
stressful six months with some major changes, 
but I feel very positive about my time with the 
Board and what we achieved together. Until now 
I had no idea of the intensive time demands 
placed on members of the AAW Board. These 
extremely hard-working and dedicated people 
serve the organization for three years as unpaid 
volunteers. I have great, renewed respect for 
them, and I am honored to have established 
some good friendships.

! In your woodturning shop change can be 
beneficial. This year I was asked to make a 
teapot, something I had never made before. It 
took a month to work out the problems, and 
another month to make my teapot, but I learned 
much, and the process was so much fun that I 
am now going to make more teapots. I am so 
glad that I was challenged to do this-everyone 
should try making a teapot!
 

! Many of the larger changes in our world 
we are powerless to alter; however we can often 
effect some changes in our immediate life. The 
way to become a more complete turner is to try 
something new. Of course this can be risky and 
we can screw up, but it is ultimately very 
rewarding. David Ellsworth and Mark Lindquist 
tried new things, and the woodturning world has 
never been the same since. Whether we are 
hobbyist woodturners or professionals, by trying 
new approaches, attitudes, skills and ideas we 
can all become more complete woodturners.
 
! So in the spirit of positive change I would 
like to challenge you to try something new in 
your woodturning this coming year.  Attend a 
workshop or go to a regional or national 
symposium and learn a new technique, then go 
home and try it out. Buy a new book on 
woodturning or browse American Woodturner 
and make something you read about but have 
not yet tried. Discover a new form and take it for 
a test drive. You will grow as a woodturner and 
you will have a ton of fun. 

! With best wishes for a happy and 
rewarding New Year.
 
Malcolm Zander
American Association of Woodturners

American Association of Woodturners

(cont. on next page.)
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Hello MACA,

! Here is what you have been waiting for!  It is the new application for the 2011, April 1st - 3rd 
Fine Crafts Show at CBU.

! Chris Dalrymple has been so kind as to send me two versions of the application.  One as a 
word program and one as a PDF file.  Which ever works with your computer is the one you should use.  
Just print and fill it out, put in your check (and photos if needed) and mail it in to Felicitas.  Her name 
and address are on the application. If you were not juried in at last years show for this year you will 
need to send her your photo's and jury fee at the same time. We have an independent juror to do the 
judging.

! I can send you a hard copy through the regular mail if you have a problem with the computer 
version.  Just give me a call (274-0522) or send me an email (ehfpottery@comcast.net) and give me 
the address you would like me to send it to.

! I know we are late getting this out to you so we have moved the deadline to Dec.1st to allow 
more time...BUT.... remember, this IS a first come first serve for members.  So the sooner you get your 
applications in the better your chances  are of getting into the show.
All the information you need is on the application but if you have any questions don't hesitate to give 
me a call or email.

! Good Luck and hope to see all of you there even if you aren't exhibiting.
Thanks,

Gail Grice

! PS.  I am also asking for volunteers to work at the show in the MACA booth as well as for 
volunteers to serve on the CBU board to help with the production before hand.  I really need the help!  
Just give me a call or send me an email if you would like to help.  I thank you in advance! :~)

2011
MACA FINE CRAFTS SHOW

AT CBU: Apri l  1st -3rd

(cont. on next page.)
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