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The 
President’s Corner
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AAW National  Symposium 
June 24-27,

AAW National  Symposium June 24-27, 

The 2021 winter went out as a lion with the late ice and snowstorms.  
Spring is ushered in with some of the prettiest dogwood and azalea blooms 
I can remember.  The trees turned green almost overnight and yes, the oak 
tassels and yellow pollen have arrived.  The daylight hours are increasing, 
and the shop doors and windows can be left open.  This is a great time of 
year to get out in the shop and produce wood turnings.  

Earlier this month we all were shock to hear of Mike Maffitt’s stroke.  His 
condition is still serious, but he is making remarkable strides towards 
recovery.  This will take several months and our thoughts and prayers are 
with Mike and his family.

Last month Roberto Ferrer demonstrated embellishing techniques using 
hand tools and small power tools.  Hopefully you picked up some learnings 
you can use on future projects.  I know I did.  This month we have our own 
Dennis Paullus demonstrating bowl turning.  He will take us on a short tour 
of his shop and discuss wood prep, wet wood turning and how to dry the 
“first turned blank” prior to its final turning.  Please join us on April 24 for 
our MSWG April meeting and demo.
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This month some members visited a small sawmill and picked up lumber to 
make Beads of Courage boxes.  The rough lumber was processed, glued 
up and turned into over 20 Beads of Courage boxes. We will return to get 
more lumber and process stays for more boxes this coming month.  We will 
also schedule an assembly event and hand out assembled boxes for 
turning, embellishing, and finishing. This is in support of out Beads of 
Courage charity project.

An opportunity presented itself earlier this month.  Greg Beltz from 
ArtWorks “Winter Arts” asked if members of the MSWG would like to show 
and sell some of their turnings.  I sent out a request via email to all 
members asking who would be interested.  We have five members who 
responded and will participate in the “Spring Show by Winter Arts” this April 
30 – May 8.  Ten percent of the proceeds from the sale will go to the club’s 
“Education Fund”.  The location of the show will be at The Shops at Saddle 
Creek, 7509 Poplar Avenue, Germantown, TN.  Please stop by to support 
your club, & members.

Happy and Safe Turning,

Bob Wolfe
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	 	 	 	 How’s your bottom? 

I can s'll remember those inspira'onal and profound words from my very first 
woodturning mentor, “the hardest part of woodturning is trying to figure out how to 
hold the wood you are turning”. A simple statement to a more complex solu'on? Yes, 
we probably all started out turning bowls and know the various ways to hold a bowl 
blank (screw, four jaw chuck, faceplate, etc.). I think of those words oFen when I 
venture outside the bowl blank comfort zone into unfamiliar territory. 

I have turned many boxes over the years and would like to share with you three of the 
ways I have used to hold the boxes, more specifically the boHom. A box is turned 
star'ng with the exterior, parted, and both parts hollowed. We first finish turn the top, 
that’s the easy part as we hold the top for finish turning by the boHom which should 
s'll be held in the chuck. When I do threaded boxes, I will thread the top to the boHom 
and finish turn it. When I have a box that is a fric'on fit, I will use the boHom as a jam 
chuck (some'mes it helps to insert a thin piece of 'ssue paper between the two for a 
'ght fit while finish turning the top). 

So now we have the top finished and the boHom almost finished. How do we hold the 
boHom so we can finish the very boHom, you know, the part that was being held by the 
chuck. I want to offer you three different op'ons for you to consider along with the 
pros and cons. I also want to emphasize how important it is to pin the boHom between 
the head stock and tail stock for as long as possible. Remember once the tail stock 
support is removed during the final finishing cuts to go lightly, I’ve read about box 
boHoms that gone dancing across the shop floor.  

Rubber Band - #1 

The easiest and quickest method is to cover the jaws of your chuck with a thick rubber 
band. The down side to this is that it only works well in the expansion mode and if 
expanded too much could s'll leave a mark on the interior of the box where the edges 
of the jaws push through. I also wouldn’t try this on a very tall box as the lateral forces 
applied during finish turning with a gouge may be enough to have you chasing it across 
the floor. 

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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Type to enter text

 Here I have a #99 rubber band on a Talon chuck with #2 jaws. 

Flexible Coupling - #2 

During my music box building days I had some issues holding the boHom of 
the music box for finishing. Quite oFen I would have to sand off the marks 
the chuck would make, or if I was a liHle bit aggressive it would unseat itself 
from the lathe. These music boxes were fairly deep with straight interior 
parallel sides. I would use the rubber band method with mixed results. I 
needed a stronger thicker piece of rubber. So, one day while walking the 
plumbing isle at Lowes I spoHed something I thought would work. It was a 
box of flexible couplings. I used a 2X2 but they have other sizes.   

THE MID SOUTH WOODTURNER’S GUILD
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I took off the hose clamps mounted it on a 
set of pin or extended jaws and while 
turning cut it in half with a u'lity knife. I 
also rough up the surface with some 
sandpaper to give it a scratch paHern so it 
won’t slip.  

I use this in the expansion mode only; the 
disadvantage is that it is not very flexible, I may 
get about ¼ inch to expand, however on a set of 
pin or extended jaws expanded into a tall straight 
parallel sided music box it holds it extremely well. 

THE MID SOUTH WOODTURNER’S 
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Rubber Bumpers - #3 

I have had the parts for this next method 
si`ng in front of me for years and it was just 
recently brought to my aHen'on. If you have 
a set of Cole jaws, they have a set of rubber 
bumpers on them and you can also order an 
extra set. They have a thread count on them 
that is the same as the thread count on your 
jaws. I took off the #2 jaws on my Talon and 
replaced them with four of these bumpers. 
These will work well in the expansion as well 
as compression mode and will not leave a 
tell-tale mark.  I recently used them to hold 
medium size Easter eggs.  

THE MID SOUTH WOODTURNER’S GUILD           APRIL  2021 
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So, there you have it, my three ways I use to hold the boHom of a box while 
finishing. I also want to re-emphasize the importance of keeping the piece 
pinned between the head stock and tail stock as long as possible. Protect your 
eyes and happy turning. 

Skip Wilbur
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http://www.woodturner.org/


 

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com/	 	 http://www.woodturner.org/10

Type to enter text

Type to enter text

THE MID SOUTH WOODTURNER’S GUILD APRIL 2021

AAW National  Symposium June 24-27,

BOB WOLFE 
EASTER EGGS and a 
Wabbit

MARCH President ’s Challenge

BOB WOLFE 
Elegantly carved and 
painted Easter eggs
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BOB WOLFE 
BASKETWEAVE EGG
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Skip Wilbur 
Egg Boxes
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Bowl of Eggs 
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MARCH President ’s Challenge

Rick Cannon 
Turned & Carved 
EGGS 
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Rick Cannon 
Turned & Carved 
Green egg 
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Larry Sefton 
Turned and carved 
Egg with many 
holes in it.

THE MID SOUTH WOODTURNER’S GUILD APRIL 2021 

DON CHANDLER 

COLORFUL EGGS IN A 

BOWL
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Mike Maffitt 
  ZEBRA-WOOD EGGS 

RICK CANNON 
 BLUISH EGGS 
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Mike Maffitt 
  WALNUT SMOKER 
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   Instant Gallery
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Larry Sefton 
 Bradford Pear, turned 
and finished on a really nice 
lathe. Resin thingy on top. 

Instant Gallery

BOB WOLFE 
 GENIBOTTLE-
PEPPERMILL 

BOB WOLFE 
PECAN PEPPER MILL 
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Larry Sefton 
 Turned and carved 
Walnut Egg 
. 
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BOB WOLFE 
 8” CHERRY BOWL 

DOUG WOODWARD 
  CHERRY BOWL 

Instant Gallery
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LARRY SEFTON 
 Potpourri bowl 
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The Last Word 
APRIL 2021 

The pervasiveness of  Covid 19 on our society for the past eighteen months is without 
peer post WWII.  Most of  us were born in the middle of  the twentieth  century and 
some may predate WWII.  Memories of  that terrible conflict are seen in the 
documentaries and memorials of  those brave soldiers who gallantly lived and died to 
eradicate the oppressive Axis powers.  By now some of  us have lost friends and loved 
ones to COVID related issues. Those who have elected to get their vaccinations can 
probably “breathe a sigh of  relief ”.  But can we? 

Today we can see the strides the medical establishment has made combatting Covid 
19 and yet we know that battle is not over; for years we will consider wearing masks for 
social gathering, maintain spacing in large groups and be more mindful of  our personal 
cleanliness.  Can you remember the social norms and customs that came about because 
of  WWII? As a social group, we, woodturners, have not met in over a year other than 
virtually.  We discuss when we can get together again but our ability to meet is 
constrained by social and legal norms that change as frequently as Washington politics. 

Because of  the relative ages of  our members, most have received their vaccinations 
or will soon.  OK, then we can meet; or maybe not. The Bartlett Center has not 
indicated when our club can meet without physical restrictions(room capacity).  
Currently they will allow only 15 people in the room so…..  Carnival Memphis, a very 
large social organization that I am a member of, has cancelled all sponsored activities 
until this fall. We expect to loose members! Our woodturners have lost members as well 
and we may loose more as interest in our craft wains.  The reality of  Covid’s affect on 
our lives cannot be understated but your Board is working diligently to keep our club 
viable and prepared for when we can meet again.  Most importantly maintain good 
health, continue to practice turning at home and/or watch YouTube videos on turning.  
We will get thru this together and be a stronger club after all of  the shavings have hit the 
floor. 

Jeff  Brann 

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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AGENDA FOR BOARD MEETING – March 2021 

1. Discuss Empty Demonstrator Schedules.   
A. March 27, 2021 - Roberto Ferrer  Zoom 8:30 am open 
B. April 24, 2021 – Dennis Paullus Zoom 8:30 am open 
C. May 22, 2021 – Skip Wilbur – Beads of Courage Boxes 
D. June 26, 27, 2021 – TBD 
E. July 24, 2021 - Jonas Nemanis 
F. August 28, 2021 - Jeff BrockeW DemonstraXon 
G. September 18, 2021 -Rick Cannon  (Pink Palace CraZ Show Sept. 24-26) 
H. October 23, 2021 – Glenn Lucas 
I. November 27, 2021 Mike MaffiW 
J. December 18, 2021 – Holiday Party & AucXon 

2. Discuss Available Monies.  Doug Woodward 
ChariXes Fund:    General Fund:   EducaXonal Fund:                                 

3. Club Business  
A. We need to conXnue  filling in demonstrators for 2021 – 2022  (open months June, Jan.’22, Feb. ’22, & 

on) 
B. Tax returns for MSWG (Doug Woodward) 
C. Woodwork Shop – Club discount cards  (10% on purchase, one Xme per month, must be a paid 

member, excepXons apply) See Bob Wolfe or Doug Woodward for cards 
D. Pens for troops update – Sam (Do we want to schedule a turn-out?) 
E. Beads of Courage update -   (Do we want to schedule a turn-out?) 
F. President’s Challenge  (May 2021  - Beads of Courage Boxes) 
G. News leWer update: 
H. Roster updates 

a. Membership is at 69 members  
b. UpdaXng Roster on website without photos 

I. Website Updates:  Larry SeZon 
i. UPCOMING EVENTS 

4. Event Chairmen:  
A. Pens for Troops Event Demo - Sam Dawson  
B. Pink Palace CraZ Fair September – Bob Wolfe/Doug Woodward 
C. Octoberfest – TBD 
D. Christmas Party - December 18th - Bob Wolfe  
E. ChariXes Chairman - BOC - Joseph Voda  
F. Demonstrator Chairman - Bill Bleau 
 DemonstraXon OpportuniXes support - Joseph Voda 
G. Do we need a FUND RAISER chairman? 

5. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
A. Update on ChariXes – Joseph Voda 
B. CraZ Supply – giZ cerXficates  
C. When and How to have AucXon event? Email? Facebook Live? Had commitments from several 

members willing to donate pieces 
D. Fund raisers 

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
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Upcoming 
Demos & Events

April 24,2021

Dennis Paullus - ZOOM Demo

May 2021

ZOOM surprise

Jun 2021 - TBD

July 24, 2021

Jonas Nemanis

Aug 28,2021

Jeff Brockett ZOOM Demo

S.W.A.T. Aug 27-29

Sep 18, 2021

Rick Cannon

Pink Palace Craft Fair - Sep 24-26

OCT  23 - Glen Lucas - ZOOM DEMO

NOV 27 - TBD

DEC 18 - Holiday Party & Auction
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www.thewoodworkshopinc.com 10% Monthly Discount with Card

Phone: 
1-(800)-551-8876

THE MID SOUTH WOODTURNER’S GUILD

Sponsor & Suppliers

APRIL 2021 

http://www.midsouthwoodturners.com
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.thewoodworkshopinc.com

